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Campus Walk & Lancer Park to Provide More Housing Choices
.

Students can choose between two and four
bedroom units. The building will house 120 beds
Rotunda Show Coordinator
across 36 apartments.
Donnelly said the first floor of die new Campus
The upcoming 2013-2014 academic year will
Walk
building is set to be the future home of the
provide Longwood University students with new
Longwood
Center for Communication, Literacy
housing choices, as the construction of Lancer
and
Learning,
as well as the Small Business
Park North and South, as well as Walk2Campus'
Development
Center
and the Longwood Real
Campus Walk apartments, is well underway.
Estate
Foundation.
The Campus Walk project was set in motion
The Small Business Development Center and
approximately one year ago. Michelle Donnelly,
Longwood
Real Estate Foundation are both
Farmville property manager for Walk2Campus
currently
located
on Main Street and the Longwood
Properties, said the new Campus Walk apartments
Center
for
Communication,
Literacy and Learning
are similar to apartments that Walk2Campus offers
is
located
at
die
corner
of
Third
Street and Main
•in its other markets like Rock Hill, S.C., Conway,
Street.
The
remaining
three
floors
of the building
S.C. and Bowling Green, K.Y.
will
be
dedicated
to
die
apartments.
Unlike other Walk2Campus properties in
Regarding die architecture style of the building,
Farmville,
the
Campus
Walk
Donnelly said, "If s going in line with the
apartments will be fully furnished
traditional downtown
with a bed, nightstand, dresser,
desk and chair in each
bedroom and a couch,
coffee table
and
entertainment
stand in the
l i v i n g
rdomi
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Audiences Are Left to the Love of 'ILAmour'
Longwood Theatre Presents Famous Opera
JESSICA GODART

A&E Editor
The theatre's main stage was lit up with silk
patterns and corsets at Longwood University as
"L'Amour: An Opera Theatre Workshop" took
the Stage. Set in an unspecified French town,
the story of the play revolves around several
performers and their romances among each
other.
The opening night of "L'Amour" seemed to be
less than packed in the main stage auditorium
with barely three-fourths of the seats filled
with viewers. No matter though the students
sang their hearts out with the crowd they
had. The set was arranged with one revolving
stage that portrayed the inside and outside of
an apartment and adjacent to it was the small
orchestra including a cello, violin, viola, clarinet,
flute and piano. The ensemble was led by Music
Director Chrisopher Swanson.
"L'Amour" began with sophomore soloist,
Shea McCuller, entering in a lavish dress of mod
colors trimmed with lace and marked the start of
the opera with "Habernera" sung originally in
the performance "Carmen." The rest of the cast
joined in with her and sang the choir portions.
This would be the first time audiences got a view
of the cast's costumes which seem to be exquisite
and excellendy put together for the roles.
Throughout the rest of the opera there are small
revelations as to which character is connected
with whom, and in the end, it seems everyone
is connected to each other in some way. Though
married, the couple trifle in their own affairs on
the side and from those come separate relations
between, for example, a mistress and married
man, and also a patron and the younger poet
she sponsors.
The opening piece "Habernera," composed by
Georges Bizet, is repeated throughout die opera
as McCuller sits with the orchestra during the
play acting as an observer along with fellow
soloist Kathleen Lilly.
"I am not an opera singei/' said McCuller. "[I
found it] most difficult to act and sing opera

when it really doesn't come naturally." McCuller
confessed to having taken seven years of Spanish
and found learning the French language to be
somewhat trying in preparing for the opera.
Between two scenes, performers Maggie
Williams and Trent Williams took center stage
to dance the "Die Fledermaus Waltz" which
was originally composed by Johann Strauss
II. The duo pulled off the waltz exceptionally
and impressively, especially given Maggie's
somewhat constricting dress. When commenting
on the complexity of the dance, the sophomore
theatre major said that one of the most difficult
tasks for her during preparation for the
performance was learning to move and sin^ in
a corset. "I will practice [that] more [for future
performances]," said Maggie.
The first act ended prior to intermission with
a duet between Abbie Swanson and Maggie
performing the "L'incoronazione di Poppea"
piece "Pur ti miro," written by Qaudio
Monteverdi. The duet was beautifully completed
with the two girls' voices harmonizing nicely.
Most of the second act focused on the relations
between the previously mentioned young poet
and his infatuation with another man's mistress.
The scene they act in together portrays them in
his patron's loft alone together. Later in the act,
it is the affair between the poet and patron that
is touched on. During these scenes, the songs
"La ci darem la mano" and "Batti, batti o bel
Masetto" were sung, originally performed in
Wolfgang Mozarf s "Don Giovanni."
The final song is that of Victor Herbert's
conspicuous "Live for Today" from "Naughty
Marietta." The piece ends with the choir of cast
surrounding singers Lilly and Jacob Lief.
"L'Amour" is based off of an idea from Arthur
Schnitzler's "La Ronde." The performed adaption
was created from selected compositions chosen
by Swanson and the dialogue was written by
the opera's director, Professor of Theatre Gene
Muto.
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Farmville buildings. We didn't want to stand out
from downtown."
The Campus Walk building is set to open July 1
of this year with tenants moving in August 1.
According to Jennifer Cox, associate director
of off campus living, the Lancer Park North and
South project was conceived approximately three
years ago.
"I think the students will be very happy with
them," Cox said. "We spent a lot of time over
the past few years looking at what students are
looking for and what they're interested in and
doing our best to provide those features."
Cox said the Lancer Park North and South
buildings will have a "similar feel" to the
Longwood Landings in that residents will access
the building with their student ID cards.
With the new addition of the Lancer Park North
and South buildings, the population at Lancer
Park will jump from around 200 students to 700.
Cox said that staffing the new facilities is the next
issue to be tackled with this project before it opens.
"We are still working though what our structure
will look like," Cox said. "We will be working on
it over the summer."
In addition to the North and South
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buildings,
a large
clubhouse
will be added to
Lancer Park. The clubhouse will feature an open
atrium area with seating and a gym with brand
new equipment.
According to Cox, there are also plans to add
volleyball and basketball courts back to Lancer
Park, as the previous courts were lost when
construction on the new buildings began.
Additional lighting and emergency blue boxes
will be added to the area as well.
Cox also said that there will be an Aramark food
facility at the new Lancer Park location. However,
the university and Aramark are still discussing
which franchise will be placed at Lancer Park.
The new Lancer Park North and South buildings
are set to be open for die beginning of the fall 2013
semester.
More information about Longwood University
sponsored housing can be found at die Residential
and Commuter Life web page. Information about
Campus Walk can be accessed at walk2campus.
com, die Walk2Campus website.

LP addtton (left) and new
Campus Walk (right)

Exhibit
at the LCVA
lour of Thornton Dial jobs,
including on mills, factories and more. Some
MONICA NEWELL

of that experience he put into his art. In several of
Dial's paintings and creations, he uses ties.
"You see a lot of different themes in his artwork,"
On Friday, Feb. 15, the Longwood Center
said
Grabiec. "He [Dial] deals a lot with race.
for the Visual Arts (LCVA) provided a tour of
Race
is a really big theme in his art, so I think ifs
Thornton Dial's artwork to students. If one was
things
that he experienced growing up. You also
interested in going on the tour, they were to meet
see
a
lot
of things as far as what he did for work."
in front of Ruffner Hall with students from the
One
of
Dial's creations was just that. It looked
Student Diversity and Inclusion Council before
as
if
the
people in the artwork were actually
proceeding to the LCVA.
farming
and
working in the field.
Once at the LCVA, the students were whisked
Other
symbols
Dial uses throughout his art
away on a tour of Dial's artwork. Emily Grabiec,
included
a
tiger
and
birds of various natures.
the curator of education at the LCVA, stated that
Grabiec
said,
"Tigers
are something he uses a
the Thornton Dial exhibition is a fall exhibition
lot
to
symbolize
his
identity
as being Africanthat has continued this spring.
American,
and
then
he
also
uses
them a lot in
She further commented that Dial is a self-taught
paintings
where
he's
trying
to
look
at his desire
artist based out of Alabama.
for
racial
equality."
Dial experienced poverty growing up and
She further commented, "Like how we saw
stopped attending school after the third grade
[with]
the blue jeans, he commonly uses ties in his
to help his family by working on a sharecropper
paintings
and that is often to symbolize wealth or
farm. In his adult life, Dial worked numerous
he uses a lot of times to [point out social divides].
I think thaf s what's going to be really powerful
and interesting about his artwork is kind of the
symbols that he puts in there."
After a while of being introduced to Mr. Dial,
the students on the tour got to view a brief video
on Thornton Dial, and in the video, he talks about
his use of ties in his paintings. When he would
work at the mills and the factories, he would see
white men going to work dressed up and wearing
ties. But he couldn't wear a tie to work because of
the rather dangerous nature of his job.
Dial repeatedly used what he had on hand to
create his artwork and still does to this day. His
canvas? Pieces of wood. He used a piece of a
sprinkler to use as a person's head in another one
of his pieces. Once he found an old car in a ditch
and brought it back to his home. He then took it
completely apart and turned it into 11 different
pieces of art. These art pieces are not part of the
collection at the LCVA.
The Thornton Dial exhibit will be up for another
month before the LCVA starts showcasing their
spring exhibit of the works of die Longwood
University seniors.
The Longwood Center for the Visual Arts is
Photos By: Photo EdHoc Ashley Fuller
located at 129 N. Main Street. The LCVA is
Marge Corwlly and Dr. MCWM at tha Thornton Dial «vani open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. from Monday to
Saturday.
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The Recreation Center in Lankford
Student Union is set for changes and
possible renovations due to low usage from students. The bowling alley,
which was once used several times a
week, now barely has any business.
The alley was initially used by the
bowling classes 12-15 times a week;
however, since those classes are no
longer offered, the space is going
largely unused.
T h e usage of that space has really
gone down," said Susan Sullivan,
director of the Student Union and
Involvement. "If we're not getting
the business in there that we should
be getting, how else can we use that
space, where it would benefit students?"

The general understanding is that
the bowling alley will be taken out of
the center. Sullivan said there are currently no plans to dispose of the pool
and ping pong tables in die center.
Due to upcoming renovations of the
building, Sullivan said a great deal of
money is not expected to be invested
in the recreation center. The school
cannot upgrade the bowling alley
to digital scoring and black lights,
which Main Street Lanes features.
Malvin Eanes, recreation manager
for the Student Union and Involvement, suggested selling the bowling
equipment if the bowling alley does
close down. There are companies
and even other bowling alleys which
could purchase the equipment.
"What I would like to do is take
that money and put it back into the
space," said Sullivan. New additions

to the space would include more furniture or tables.
As for Eanes, he has been with the
school for more than 30 years and is
a certified mechanic to work on the
bowling machinery. Eanes said that
many students do not even realize
that the bowling alley is in the Recreation Center.
Eanes has tried to acquire more
money to be put into the alley but has
been unsuccessful due to budget cuts.
"My intention was to take the bowling alley and update it," Eanes said.
Eanes discussed past ideas, such
as automatic scoring and blacklights
similar to Main Street Lanes. He also
talked about possibly holding midnight bowling specials.
Eanes says that he hates to see the
bowling alley go, but says ifs just a
"different generation of students." He

said some schools have video games
incorporated into their recreation
centers and that it may be something
Longwood University eventually
adds as well.
One of the ideas for using the space
is to convert it into a study area. It has
even been discussed at SGA meetings
to use the space as a 24/7 study space
since there is no other area to do this
on campus. Student input on the center is being received from the weekly
emails.
"That physical space of the bowling
alley, I don't really know what we'll
do with it;" said Sullivan.
As of now, there has been no indication that the university plans on putting a bowling alley in the new Student Center that is expected to open
in 2016.

Death to Crunches: Dr. Blain Harrison Explains the Known Truth of Core Stability
BECCA LUNDBERG

Vews Editor
The knowledge and mysteries of core
training and stability were the topic of
Assistant Exercise Science Professor
Dr. Blain Harrison's Blackwell Talk,
"Death to Crunches: Why You Should
Change Your Core Routine, But it Still
Won't Make You a Superstar Athlete,"
on Feb. 18.
Harrison's talk was part of a research
seminar the College of Graduate
and Professional Studies hosts in
Blackwell Hall each Monday.
"Within the world of strength
conditioning and physical fitness, this
whole idea that core stability training
has to be part of what you're doing
and a part of your exercise program
has become pretty much dogma,"
Harrison began.
However, Harrison went on to
explain that experts are not quite
sure exactly what core training does
to help people or how much it aids
people either.
Harrison, said while a popular idea
of core training is the abdominal
muscles people see on the cover of
a fitness magazine, this is only one
superficial layer of core stability.
"When we're looking at people
on the covers of magazines, we're
basically looking at this covering
muscle called rectus abdominus,"
Harrison explained. "There are
muscles underneath this, there are
muscles on the side of it... "
Attention is often focused on one
or two muscles, said Harrison, and
exercises such as crunches, but core
training is more complex than that.
"The truth is, we don't even really
have a complete handle on how many
muscles constitute the core," Harrison
said.
Harrison told the audience that
the muscles that originate on the
lumbar spine and pelvis and affect
activity around that area are typically

considered part of the core.
Harrison said the common number
of muscles people attribute to the core
are 29 and 35, as it "depends on which
textbook you read, who you talk to."
He said there are disputes about how
many muscles there are because there
are "pseudo muscles" that experts
have recently identified.
According to Harrison, the focus on
core training basically began in the
'90s when physical therapists were
trying to help patients with back pain.
These therapists focused on teaching
patients how to use the transversus
abdominis because of the theory that
those with back pain do not have
the ability to use the muscle as they
should.
Harrison said personal trainers and
others involved in physical fitness
caught on to this type of training later
in the '90s to see what kind of effect
it would have on athletes who were
well, and so the focus on core training
beyond the typical crunches began.
The core could be viewed as a barrel,
or a keg, Harrison joked. He said
there are top and bottom muscles and
planks, or muscles, that wrap around
it that "should stabilize the spine
during activity."
The diaphragm forms the top of the
barrel and the transversus abdominis
wraps around the side. If the muscles
contract the way they should,
Harrison said, there should be an
extra layer of support.
"To add another layer of complication
to all this anatomy stuff, now there
are folks who are starting to say,
'Wait, lefs look even broader than
just the trunk,' and are starting to look
at how muscles come together," said
Harrison.
Harrison said there are arguments
about how many core muscles there
are because "we're starting to look
sort of outside the box, if you will,
and wonder, 'What is the role of
everything connected together?'"

Photo By: SMI PtMograptor C M ) Bnggs

Dr. Blain Harrison gives his talk "Death to Crunches., In Blackwell Hall on Feb. 18.

"I wish I could tell you ifs just one
muscle or something thaf s black and
white, but ifs not," Harrison said.
Harrison said the first peer review
article that examined the complex
role of core stability was published 21
years ago.
He decided to fill in some of the
holes in core stability by looking at
how to measure the concept of core
stability.
"There are many layers to it, so we
don't really have ... a sort of gold
standard way of testing this idea,"
said Harrison.
Harrison said strength is a way of
measuring core stability, and while
there is not a concrete number, there
are different levels one can achieve
through practices such as placing a
balloon "bladder" between one's legs
and resisting pressure change.
Power, or seeing how fast one can
generate force, is still difficult to
measure, Harrison said.
There is also the method of
proprioception, or having a sense of
where one's arms or legs are.
However, Harrison said, passing
these kinds of tests does not mean one

can run or jump faster than others and
be a "superstar athlete" just because
one's core is strong.
In fact, experts conducted a study on
Division I university football players
in 2008, and it concluded that core
training does not necessarily improve
one's ability to run or jump. In some,
cases, their ability to run or jump was
worse.
Cote training is not the only method
these athletes should focus on, said
Harrison.
As for methods the average person
going to the gym should take, said
Harrison, pilates is an effective form
of training and has even shown to
improve one's quality of life.
Next Monday, Feb. 25, Dr. Pam
Aerni, Dr. Rachel Mathews, Dr. Ruth
Meese and Dr. Peggy Tarpley will
present a Blackwell Talk entitled,
"Factors Promoting and Inhibiting
Minority Student Enrollment at
Longwood University" in the Virginia
Room of Blackwell Hall at 12 p.m.

Politics Club Corner: Free Speech Should Not be Zoned
KRAMER ANDERSON

Columnist
Last semester, several students
lobbied Longwood University's Student Government Association (SGA)
to support a change in Longwood's
speech codes. The decision died on
the SGA floor, with no clear majority
in favor or opposed.
Those students then went on to
petition the Faculty Senate to support a change in Longwood's speech
codes. The faculty fully supported
the measure, but without the SGA,
their support went unheard. With
enough pressure, the matter went to
Longwood administration, where it
was passed over with minimal discussion.
Currently, Longwood's speech
codes have earned our university
terrible reviews from First Amendment watchdog groups who refer
to our speech codes as "unconstitutional" and "some of the worst they
have seen."
The university's current speech
codes state, "The open area designated for speeches and demonstrations
is the Lankford Mall ... A request
for use of this area must be made a

minimum of five (5) business days
in advance of the event... Groups or
individuals may only use those designated areas once per month and
for a maximum period of two days."
Lankford Mall is the university's
Free Speech Zone. Free speech zones
became popular on college campuses several years ago as groups
like Westboro Baptist Church began
touring colleges, but have quickly
fallen out of style as more and more
students have confronted their universities about just how unconstitutional their speech codes are.
Longwood's speech codes are no
different, and in fact, they mirror
West Virginia University's speech
codes, which were struck down as
unconstitutional.
Longwood's student handbook
professes that no right is regarded
more highly than that of the First
Amendment, but our speech codes
speak otherwise.
Why should my first amendment
rights be limited to use no more than
twice a month behind Lankford Student Union between the hours of 9
a.m. to 9 p.m.? And that is only if I
notify the Office of Conferences and
Scheduling no less than five business

days in advance.
I have personally witnessed, and
have anecdotal accounts of, students
being removed from Brock Commons for handing out flyers. The
mere act of one individual handing
out flyers to promote an event violates Longwood's speech codes.
Longwood holds that they are fully
in line with the law, but universities
all across the United States, including
West Virginia University, the University of North Carolina-Greensboro,
Texas Tech University, Citrus College, the University of Nevada-Reno, Colorado State University and
dozens more have had to alter their
speech codes after court cases ruled
against policies exactly like ours.
Longwood still contends, and uses
this point to justify our Free Speech
Zone, that public universities in Virginia must have speech codes that
are in line with any other speech
code for a public place.
This ideal would hold up were it
not for the recent successes of Christopher Newport University, the University of Virginia and Virginia Tech
in altering their speech codes to be in
line with the Constitution.
One First Amendment attorney

noted that "despite the unbroken
string of defeats for campus speech
codes, a majority of colleges and
universities shockingly continued to
enforce policies that silenced campus
speech."
Security and order are vital to the
operations of any institution, and
Longwood is no different. But to
clamp down on basic rights such as
free speech for the sake of order and
stability is not excusable.
Those who argue for free speech
zones say that losing them would
impede travel or that it would inconvenience the students too much.
L however, have ample faith in our
student body, and our agreed upon
code of conduct, to treat their fellow
students with respect, regardless of
whether they are protesting on Brock
Commons, handing out flyers by
Wheeler or promoting their sorority
next to Janet D. Greenwood Library.
*" This editorial is an opinion stated
by the writer and does not represent the
views of The Rotunda or
Longwood University.
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Zeta Tau Alpha Officially Returns to Longwood University
BECCA LUNDBERG

News Editor
After nearly four years off
campus, the Alpha Chapter
of Zeta Tau Alpha (ZTA)
fraternity for women is
again in full operation at
Longwood University.
On Feb. 14, ZTA selected
more than 60 young women
as new members, fulfilling
the Panhellenic total.
ZTA's Alpha Chapter shut
down in spring 2009 due to
hazing allegations. In spring
2012, ZTA announced the
chapter's planned return
to
campus.
University
of California, Berkeley's

Upsilon Chapter also re- juniors and seniors.
ZTA was originally founded
colonized this month.
According to Marlene at Longwood, then called the
Conrad,
ZTA extension State Female Normal School,
director, ZTA representatives by nine young women.
"sought members who we There are 248 total collegiate
162
felt exhibited integrity of chapters, including
active
chapters
and
nine
in
character and honorable
Virginia.
personal values."
Deb Ensor, ZTA executive
Conrad said ZTA also
reviewed
how potential director, said ZTA hosted two
news members' academic publicity weeks, "Experience
performances
lined
up the Possibilities" (Jan. 28
with university standards to Feb. 1) and "Think Pink.
and
gave
"particular Think Zeta" (Feb. 4-8),
consideration"
to those to sign up potential new
involved in campus and members for recruitment.
During the Feb. 10 to 14
community activities.
recruitment
period, Ensor
Among ZTA's new members
said,
ZTA
national
officers
are freshmen, sophomores,
held 30-minute, one-on-one
interviews with potential
members. ZTA also hosted
two open houses with
information about ZTA's
values,
programs
and
philanthropy.
Ensor said the Feb. 14
invitation-only
preference
event "shared more about
the meaningful lifetime
sisterhood ZTA offers."
These young women
received their bids that night,
finishing off the week with a
Feb. 15 bid day celebration.
As for the international
office's
role in the Alpha
Photo By: Asst. Photo Editor Mike Kropf
Chapter's future, Ensor

said, traveling leadership
consultants will stay on
campus for the first year
of
re-colonization
with
assistance from chapter
advisors, national officers
and even international office
staff.
"Zeta Tau Alpha will offer
sisterhood, social, service,
scholarship, leadership and
other opportunities to its
members at Longwood,"
added Ensor.
According to Ensor, ZTA
will have a chapter room in
Stubbs Hall this semester and
move to South Cunningham
Residence Hall next year
while Stubbs .undergoes
renovation. ZTA will return
to Stubbs in fall 2014.
The ZTA colony members
will not initially have "big
sisters" or "little sisters,"
but Ensor said there will be
a "great program in place to
help members build strong
friendships, connections and
mentoring relationships."
Prior to the re-colonization
process,
Longwood
University Athletics began
working with ZTAin fall 2012
to bring Pink Out basketball
games to Longwood in
representation
of ZTA's
breast cancer education and
awareness
philanthropy.

ZTA distributed Think Pink
breast cancer awareness
ribbons to students as well.
Ensor said ZTA hopes
to continue
the
Pink
Out tradition as well as
several other philanthropy
opportunities on campus.
ZTA members will be
able to volunteer with the
National Football League's
"A Crucial Catch" program,
collect pink Yoplait yogurt
lids for "Save Lids to Save
Lives" and recognize breast
cancer survivors at Susan G.
Komen's Race for the Cure,
among other opportunities.
"Alpha Chapter members
will
develop
creative
fundraisers for breast cancer
awareness and education,
as well as create their own
traditions of service, hosting
landmark events in the
campus community," added
Ensor.
Ultimately, Conrad said,
the ZTA international office
hopes to see the Alpha
chapter evolve into a "strong
and successful group of
women, focused on values,
exploration and personal
development,
who
are
leaders in the Longwood
community — women who
live up to the ZTA motto,
'Seek the Noblest/"

New members gather together for sisterly bonding and philanthropy.

Longwood University Launches New Mobile Web App
BECCA LUNDBERG

News Editor
Longwood University's Web
Communications team officially
launched a new mobile web app
on Monday, Feb. 18. The app can be
accessed at rn.longwood.edu.
Students, faculty and staff
received an email announcing the
mObile Web app on Friday, which
David Hooper, director of Web
Communications, said was not
intentional.
However, Hooper said the majority
of the features were available on
Friday, with the exception of the
reader for the university home

page.
Hooper said the mobile app has
been in the works for about a year.
He said the Web Communications
team finally had the necessary
amount of staff and resources to
launch the app after striving to
implement such a product for a
long time.
"This was kind of the first phase,"
said Hooper. "We wanted to get out
some core content and services for
the campus community."
Among the mobile web app's
features are
a faculty/staff
directory, campus map, events/
calendars,
library
services,
photo galleries, athletics news

and information, social media
updates,
latest
university
news, admissions information,
YouTube
videos,
emergency
alerts and announcements, dining
information, university information
and a full function search.
Hooper said there may eventually
be a second phase in the web app
process, as Web Communications
has come up With several ideas and
concepts, but the current focus is on
what the team can do to improve
the existing app.
"What we want to do at this point
is get some feedback and really hear
whafs working, what's missing,
what can be improved, what can

be added, that would really benefit
faculty, staff and students," said
Hooper.
So far, Hooper said, a few
students have emailed the Web
Communications
team
with
positive feedback and minor
suggestions.
"We've heard back from a lot of
faculty and staff that really think
i f s going tô be a great benefit,"
Hooper added.
The Web Communications team
encourages anyone with ideas
or suggestions to email their
comments to webteam©longwood.
edu.

SGA Discusses Discrimination Against Off-Campus Groups
BECCA LUNDBERG

News Editor
The Student Government
Association
(SGA)
discussed
a variety of topics, including
discrimination against off-campus
groups during the Senate's Tuesday,
Feb. 19 meeting.
To begin open forum, Freshman
Class President Jessica Darst
suggested implementing an SGA
Gives Back program to support
Longwood Dining members. Vice
President Brian Reid said the
Executive Board would discuss
starting such a program.
Senior' Class President Gina
DeMarco said a meal plan change
is possibly in the works for the next
academic year, but it is not yet clear
what this change will be.
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A senator then asked if there is a
university policy that on-campus
organizations
cannot
accept
members who are also part of an offcampus group. The Senate replied
that there is no official policy that
states this. The senator said one
of her organizations turned away
two members of off-campus groups
because they thought this was
against policy, and the situation
escalated because of this.
President Donald Knight said a
dialogue has been started between
Dr. Tim Pierson, vice president for
Student Affairs, Dr. Rick Chassey,
director of the Office of Student
Conduct & Integrity, and himself
concerning
off-campus
group
members and their involvement on
campus.
Knight said there is a draft of

Former Farmville Police Officer Faces
Attempted Capital Murder Charges

<9

Timothy Addison "T.J/* Long Jr., Farmville
police officer from 2002 to 2011, is facing charges I
of four counts of attempted capital
of a law enforcement officer; ¿ported The
Farmville Herald. Long reportedlyshotat law I
enforcement officers repeaiedly in Keysville on
Feb. 9. Around 3:30 p.m on Saturday, Virginia I
State Police went to the 4600 block of G*>rge I

tmX

to

Washington Highway in KeysviUe rrapondto
a residential fire. The Virginia State Police and
Charlotte County Sheriffs Office investigated
D
i » • further and found a man around the Charlotte
County and Prince Edward County line. "Amale
|
s u b j J w a s located there, and as deputies and a
trooper approached him, the man fired multiple
F
shotsat the law enforcement personnel" stated
1 1
a Virginia State Police issued press release. The
C
marvwhom Virginia State Polioe identified as
T
Long, retreated further and surrendered at
,
about 5:20 p.m. that evening, and is being held
L
at the Piedmont County jail according* The
y
Washington Post. Therewere no injuria.
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discussion started with the Faculty
Senate about off-campus groups.
He said these members should
not be permitted to reserve a room
on campus if it is for an off-campus
function, but if an individual
member books a room for an oncampus group they are a part of, that
is perfectly acceptable.
Executive Senator Haley Vest said
while SGA does not necessarily
need to promote these groups, they
should make it clear that they do not
discriminate against these groups
either.
Another senator said he was aware
of members of these off-campus
groups who actually did more good
and community service for the
community than some on-campus
groups; therefore, they should not
be discriminated against.

Longwood Receives $50,000 Grant from
Dominion Power to Improve Heating Plant
Dominion Virginia Power has given a $50,000
grant to Longwood Univereity to "commi^ion
' pre-planning study to create a biomass fuel
processing center" according to a umvereity
press release. This is part of Dominion's R&D
Partnership Program, which selected eight
P«**ts * Virginia colleges and universities
to fund for renewable energy researdi and

DeMarco said she would not
support a policy discriminating
against off-campus groups, as they
even contribute to the success of
recognized organizations.
Reid said the SGA will invite Kate
Planow, assistant director of the
Office of Fraternity and Sorority
Life, Pierson and Chassey to the
SGA meeting next week to discuss
the issue.
The Student Finance Committee
allocated $2,966.52 to The Rotunda
and $2,468.14 to Phi Beta Sigma for
conference fees.
The next SGA meeting will take
place on Tuesday, Feb. 26 at 3:45
p.m. in the BC rooms of Lankford
Student Union.

Farmville Antiques and Crafts
Robbery Still Under Investigation
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2012. According to the press release, this grant
1 tiM to "enable Longwood to identify
the most efficient and sustainable way |
processing, drying and storing the biomass.
Kevin Miller, Longwood's energy manager,
said, "CXir goal for this procesmngfaciltty is to
create a consistent fori product for the heating
gjffl •
• •
»«make drier sawdust
renewable energy technology in order
to, according to Milk* make operation« more
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^ S Z ^ ^ Z ^ t
^
.
™pecte left o n f o o t j ^ e a ^ a A m g
^ ^ ^ J ^ ^ J ^ S ^ L
locanon wan unaoie ro am pmpomra. i w

J t ZSZ
.

^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ J S ^ l
«cunty ™ ^ r e s a r £ place » W d d u s
* fjj*"
^ ^
t ^ con«rn t o F A C H

The College
Balancing Act
BECCA LUNDBERG

News Editor
Academics, extracurricular
activities,
community
service, social life, exercise,
family and a positive
attitude to go along with
it ... college students are
expected to maintain it
all with ease. Longwood
students are no exception,
as hyper involvement seems
to be the norm among the
student body.
NEWS
A popular concept at
QOLXJUN
Longwood is that of the
"citizen leader." After all,
the university's mission statement says it is
"dedicated to the development of citizen leaders
who are prepared to make positive contributions
to the common good of society."
What, exactly, does this statement mean? It
sounds simple enough, but it could be interpreted
in so many ways. Very few Longwood students
seem to try to contribute to the "common good
of society" with membership in one or two
organizations. A common practice seems to
be involvement in as many organizations and
activities as possible.
I am personally pretty involved at Longwood,
and I admit that I am often tempted to be more
involved than I already am. But I've found that if
I joined many more clubs, I wouldn't be helping
others or myself.
There are some people who seem to have the
ability to be a part of several organizations and
somehow balance the other parts of their lives
nicely. Kudos to them, because they either have
wicked time management skills or some sort of
superpower.
If I spread myself too thin, it shows, and I am
not able to dedicate myself to important areas of
my life as much as I would like to. I'm certainly
guilty of overloading myself this way, and it
doesn't do anyone any favors.
I honestly do not think being a citizen leader
means being involved in as many activities as
humanly possible. The people I think of as
citizen leaders are in a few organizations they
care about deeply and balance their academics
and social life through time management and
hard work.
r!**T* "'"Ü
It is sad to see people who wear themselves out
constantly, filling themselves with ounce after
ounce of caffeine, running about and pulling
all-nighters just to keep up with everything. I've
been there, and I know how difficult it is to keep
up that kind of lifestyle.
Honestly, the people who try to do it all often
turn to unethical or questionable means to get
ahead: cheating, performance enhancing drugs,
you name it. And what kind of leader is that? It
can't be worth it.
It is all about setting limits for yourself. I'll
admit that I haven't quite found that perfect
balance yet and I'll even break my limits
sometimes. But I have learned that establishing
boundaries and following them as often as
possible improves my state of mind drastically.
How, exactly, does one go about setting these
boundaries? An important step in doing this is
asking others for help. I honestly believe having
the bravery to ask and trusting others to help is
part of being a good leader.
Another way to set boundaries is to make
sacrifices. Sometimes, you may have to set aside
some reading for a little while to relax and come
back to it with a healthy attitude. Relaxing for
too long may lead to those all-nighters I was
talking about earlier, but if you manage your
time well enough, you can find a balance.
Like I said, balance is difficult and sometimes
it seems impossible. It takes hard work that can
initially make your busy schedule even more
exhausting. But once you get the right rhythm
going, it makes life much easier, and hectic days
are more structured.
Admitting that you are exhausted does not
mean you are any less of a leader, either.
Confessing that you aren't 100 percent on top
of everything all the time is an honorable trait
because it makes you a more realistic person
that others can not only look up to but relate to.
I am obviously not the number one authority
on this subject as I am still figuring all of this
out myself, but I continue to learn from people
who are able to balance their schedules well.
These individuals do not do it effortlessly or
with ease but with a great deal of planning and
hard work.
It is difficult not to feel pressured by
everyone around you to be involved in as many
activities as you can possibly shove into your
schedule because this is pretty commonplace at
Longwood. Try not to let these influences get to
you and try to strike a healthy balance. This is a
job in itself, but it is worth your well-deserved
time.

*** This editorial is an opinion stated by the writer and
does not represent the vieios of The Rotunda or Longwood
University.
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Introducing 'Forever Lancer Days' for Graduating Seniors
Coordinators hope to create a new tradition as a part of S
CLAIRE WILLIAMS

Contributor
A take off of the freshman New Lancer
Days, "the first four days of the best four
years," the Office of Alumni Relations,
the Office of Annual Giving and the
senior class are teaming up to present
a new concept for outgoing seniors
in May. In addition to the traditional
Senior Week, Forever Lancer Days will
be scheduled from Wednesday, May 8
to Friday, May 10.
The idea of Forever Lancer Days came
to Nancy Shelton, director of Alumni
Relations, during a presentation for
Longwood's New Lancer Days for
freshmen.
"It hit me at the right time and the right
place, and I started to brainstorm," said
Shelton.
v
Events have been planned each day

for faculty, students and their families
to come together and celebrate the end
of their final college year.
In May 2012, Shelton began planning
the events with Assistant Director of
Annual Giving Kelly Rhoades, Director
of Annual Giving Cocheyse Gilliam and
senior class president Gina DeMarco.
"We were originally thinking of having
just the four Lancer Days, but what we
found was that seniors were staying at
Longwood after finals anyway," said
DeMarco. "I think there's a lot of hype
about Senior Week, so we decided to
have these little events that will play
up the theme of Forever Lancers,"
To kick off the festivities of Senior
Week, the senior class will be hosting
the first two nights' events. On Monday,
a "5 o'clock somewhere" themed event
will be held at El Patron. The senior
class will provide food as long as it

lasts, and bar specials will be available
as well.
In addition, buses will take seniors
to and from the event for free. Tuesday
will follow with a bowling night at
Main Street Lanes with similar specials
and transportation options as Monday.
Wednesday will mark the beginning
of Forever Lancer Days with "The Last
Senior Series." Graduating seniors are
welcome to enjoy drinks and appetizers
on the outdoor deck of Macado's
Restaurant & Bar, scheduled to begin
at 6 p.m.
Thursday will include a banquet for
seniors who will be inducted into the
Longwood alumni community. At this
dinner, the Office of Alumni Relations
will introduce a new Longwood
tradition.
An interactive website for newly
graduated students, though still in its

beginning stages, will provide helpful
tips and inside information on real
world topics like buying an apartment
or how to dress for success. Alumni will
be able to contribute by posting advice
in the "I Wish I'd Known ..." section,
as well as post contact information and
job opportunities.
"If s meant to give graduating seniors
helpful hints and links for the things
that they're going to need to know as
they start their careers," explained
Shelton. "Being online, we'll save a
tremendous amounf of money, and it
will be more useful and accessible for
seniors."
Friday evening there will be a
reception and program held for
students and their families to join
Interim President Marge Connelly,
deans and others in conversation and
celebration. The details for this event

are still pending.
Forever Lancer Days will conclude
with the main event Saturday morning.
Commencement will take place at 9:30
a.m. on Wheeler Mall.
Both Shelton and DeMarco are excited
to implement these new traditions
at Longwood in May. As the dates
approach, they anticipate a great deal
of hype and intrigue to help increase
attendance at the various events.
"Senior Week has never attracted a
large number of students, maybe 200
or so at an event," said Shelton. "But
I think that we'll do well and that if 11
grow as the years go on." • .
"We' re trying to create a union between
the senior class, Alumni Relations and
Annual Giving," said DeMarco. "If s a
brand new tradition, and we're hoping
that if 11 be a big success."

Caryn's Bridal Hosts Reception to Mark Completion of Renovations
MICHELLE GOLDCHAIN

Features Editor
On Wednesday, Feb. 13 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.,
Caryn's Bridals, Formals and Tuxedos, a local
bridal and formal-wear salon, hosted a reception
to mark the completion of new renovations to the
store with at least 250 visitors attending.
New renovations included replacing wall-towall carpeting in the store with hardwood floors
as well as going "back to the original walls," as
stated by Caryn Kay ton, owner of Caryn's.
Kayton further commented on one additional
renovation done to the store, being the construction
of two additional bridal dressing rooms. Kayton
commented that the construction was in reaction
to not having enough room in the store when
there would be a high number of customers on
weekends.
Now, with a total of four bridal dressing rooms,
Kayton stated, "We can accommodate the brides
better on the weekends when we're so busy."
Caryn's was kept open for business during the
30-day renovation process. The renovation process
involved two parts: moving the merchandise to
the front of the store to install the wood flooring
in the back of the store and then moving the

merchandise to the back of the store to install the
wood flooring in front of the store.
Past renovations to Caryn's have included
building a sewing room in the upper level of the
building, refinishing the floors on the upper level
and building a kitchen in the break room.
With over 30 years of presence in the town of
Farmville, Caryn's has become a destination
business with customers visiting from all over the
state of Virginia, according to Kayton.
The store has been located on Main Street since
1986, and initially began as a fabric store. Kayton
said that the transition from a fabric store to a
bridal and formal-wear store was inspired when
a coworker made a bridal gown to place in the
window display.
"People kept coming in the store and wanting to
know [if] we sold bridal gowns," said Kayton. "I
just felt like there was an opportunity to do that."
As a Longwood alumna who majored in education,
Kayton opened Caryn's Bridals, Formals and
Tuxedos at the age of 24 after deciding education
was not the appropriate career path for her.
"I followed my heart and went into the retail
business, and I've enjoyed every minute of it,"
said Kayton
Commenting on what makes Caryn's unique

as a bridal store, Kayton said, "My background
is in sewing, so the fit of the garment [is] a very
important part of the process for me, and a lot of
bridal stores are subbing that out and not taking
responsibility for it, but I think sending [brides]
down the aisle with a finished product is very
important and making sure it fits them properly,
and we do it in an affordable way."
She further commented, "We have more of a
relaxed atmosphere. If s not a stuffy atmosphere,
and we try to be very careful to listen to the
customers and respect their budgets."
Sally Thompson, a member of the Farmville
Town Council, attended the opening reception
event, saying, "Caryn has worked very hard to
make this a beautiful, new store [and] to redo it."
"This is one of the best places in Virginia to find
bridal-wear and formal-wear," stated Thompson.
As a part of the Farmville Downtown
Revitalization Project, a movement with volunteers

LU Students Lobby at the
Virginia General Assembly
BECCA LUNDBERG

News Editor
Several Longwood University students traveled
to the Virginia General Assembly Building in
Richmond last Tuesday, Feb. 12, for Longwood
Lobby Day, allowing them the opportunity to
discuss their higher education experiences and
concerns with legislators and to learn more about
the General Assembly.
Longwood Lobby Day came to fruition from the
joint efforts of Brenda Atkins, executive assistant
to the president for Governmental Affairs and
Special Projects, and Avrielle Suleiman, president
of Virginia 21, a nonpartisan advocacy organization
for higher education.
The group consisted of seven students, including
Suleiman, Virginia 21 Vice President Kramer
Anderson, Virginia 21 members Vanessa Lieurance,
Dustin Meadows and Jamie Clift, as well as students
Emily Wilkins and Hunter Costley.
"Everything the General Assembly does affects
all of us, whether we're students or just citizens of
the Commonwealth," said Atkins. "So everybody
needs to be involved or interested."
"I'm hoping that at least getting the students a
little bit of a taste of it ... will trigger an interest
in them to continue to be involved, to continue
following whaf s going on in Richmond," added
Atkins.
Atkins said she helps organize the General
Assembly trip each year to help legislators "learn
more about the university, but also to provide
students an opportunity to see a little bit of what
goes on in Richmond during the General Assembly
session."
Several other Virginia universities host lobby days
as well, including James Madison University, the
College of William & Mary and Radford University.
The Longwood students in attendance were able
to sit in on a committee meeting and experience
the introduction of a bill and see how the overall
process works, as well as be introduced on die
Senate and House of Representatives floor and take
a tour of Richmond City Hall.
Atkins also set up meetings between the students
and their local legislators to discuss their experience
at Longwood and thank them for their support of
higher education.
Suleiman said Senator George Barker's honesty

was particularly refreshing. "He was like, 'I know
we're not doing a lot for higher education this year,
and I'm sorry about that, but we are working toward
it,'" she said. "Thaf s what I think Longwood Lobby
Day wants to hear."
"If you put effort in, you can change things,"
1
Suleiman added.
Anderson said the significance of the Lobby Day
and continuing to lobby is "telling our senators and
our delegates that we have concerns and we have
interests. They're starting to take the youth vote
significantly more seriously, and everyone's trying
to court the youth vote infinitely more than they
were previously."
Many people try to look at issues at a national
level, Anderson said, which can be overwhelming.
"There's so many contentious things even at the
state level," Anderson added. "There's so much we
can do even at the state level thaf s very influential."
Longwood's Virginia 21 chapter also attended
Virginia 21's statewide lobby day in late January,
where they discussed this year's Virginia 21 focus
of keeping the quality of higher education high
with legislators.
"They change their issues every year with what is
going on in the state," said Suleiman. "They're not
stagnant."
There was a reception the night before Virginia
21's lobby day that Suleiman said helped students
relax before talking to legislators and legislative
aids the next day.
Anderson said it was important that the legislators
attending the lobby day "understand that we know
they have other things to do. We understand that
we aren't the only lobby out there."
When talking to legislators, Suleiman said,
they decided as a group it would be best to say
something along the lines of, "We understand that
you can't give us all the money in the world, and
we understand that tuition has to be increased
sometimes, but we want to keep the quality of
education up."
Ultimately, Suleiman believes that both lobby
days made a difference.
"Whenever I go [to the Virginia General Assembly],
I feel like I've had a great day because I feel like I've
done something that can, not only change my life,
but maybe the lives of other people at my school
and other schools," said Suleiman.

in the community working to improve activity
in downtown Farmville, Thompson said, "We're
trying very hard to redo downtown Farmville and
to turn it into a place that is vibrant."
Commenting on the new renovations to Caryn's
Bridals, Formals and Tuxedos, Thompson said, "I
think she is an upscale shop, and she's redone it
so that if s absolutely beautiful ... Caryn's got her
foot in the door. She's ahead of everybody, and
we're really excited about this."
Caryn's Bridals, Formals and Tuxedos is located
at 233 N. Main St., Farmville, VA. 23901. The store
is open from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Mondays,
Tuesdays and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
Wednesdays and Thursdays, from 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Saturdays and is open from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Sundays. For more information, call the
store at (434) 392-5111.
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Bowler Hat, Trench Coat and Poncho:
Who is WMLU's Chief
Engineer?
after examining the end of his
ponytail. Next to having probably the
longest hair out of most of the males
How many times have you walked on campus, Pierson's most notable
around campus and seen someone fashion statement would have to
who stands out and you want to be his bowler hat, which his mother
know more about them? Probably gave to him before his freshman year
numerous times. There is one person of college and he began wearing for
in particular on Longwood's campus comfort.
that is recognized by his long hair tied
Fellow student and friend Sarah
back into a ponytail, tall and slender Schmader described Pierson as having
build, steel-toed boots and some silly, "a different way of seeing things than
well-planned outfit.
thé most of us. He talks differendy,
His name is Alexander Pierson, or interprets things deeper and just
"Z" as most of his peers refer to him makes things more interesting in
as.
general. He appreciates ordinary,
"It's just what everybody has called small things, things most of us would
me since I was a freshman," Pierson ignore, more than anyone that I know.
It's refreshing to be around him for
says.
Born and raised in Falls Church, that reason."
Va., Pierson has been a student at
He is the Chief Engineer for
Longwood University since the fall Longwood's campus radio station,
of 2008. He is a super senior majoring WMLU 91.3. Being Chief Engineer
in computer science. When asked means knowing all the technical
about his plans after graduation in the details of what it takes to run the
spring of 2013, Pierson said he faces station properly on air as well as
two options: try out the radio world through web streaming. If something
or accept a position doing computer- goes wrong, Pierson is the person to
programming work.
call.
He commented, "I'm a programmer
"I'm the guy thafs supposed to
by trade, effectively." But there is be there as fast as humanly possible
more to Pierson than earning a five- to fix whatever the problem is," he
year degree in computer science.
explained.
Physically, he is dose to six feet tall
From two in the afternoon to three
and very slender. He has mentioned in the morning, Pierson can get called
wearing bigger, baggier clothing to to fix something as simple as turning
make up for being skinny. Typically, on a computer that was powered off or
he dresses in darker greens and replacing headphones. After hearing
browns along with steel-toed boots. this, one would think he was a natural
His hair, which is always tied back in when it comes to being a radio DJ.
a low pony tail with a second band in
When Pierson first began going
the middle, falls to his ribs and has to radio meetings, he says he was
been growing out since he was 14.
"scared off real quick" for his first
He hasn't had a major trim in what year. He started really getting into
sounded to be years, but mentioned being on air during his sophomore
needing to get rid of his split ends year and was also a reviewer.

MONICA NEWELL

Asst. Features Editor

JESSICA BEARDSLEY

Contributor

Photo by: PMoEdtorAsNayFulv

Alexander "Z" Pierson keeps things interesting with his unique and quirky style.

"I was just listening to radio shows. More of his hobbies — when he has
I was giving people pointers and the time — include building robots,
tips — pointing out how their shows finding more outrageous outfits to be
could be improved and making sure known for as well as wear comfortably
that they followed at least the basics and genuinely making people laugh.
of FCC guidelines," he added.
During radio station meetings, the
When asked what the radio station board members, comprised of about
is going to do when Pierson graduates a dozen students, share their weekly
in the spring of 2013, Schmader said, reports and or issues and the Chief
"Honestly, I don't know what we're Engineer is always last to speak.
gonna do. He's the only one who
Pierson said, 'Tve got to keep their
knows some of the most detailed attention and humor seemed the best
technical stuff about the station.
way to do it. There 's a trademark
Whoever takes his place is going to phrase that I have been using for a
have to train hard, because they have while: 'don't break s***'."
big, steel-toed boots to fill."

SDIC Hosts Town Hall Meeting to Discuss Campus Issues
MONICA NEWELL

Asst. Features Editor
On Wednesday, Feb. 27, the Student
Diversity and Inclusion Council
(SDIC) will host a town hall meeting
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. The meeting
will be located in the A room of
Lankford Student Union.
Paige Reitz, the committee chair
for the SDIC, said, "The Student
Diversity and Inclusion Council is a
group of students who are working
to promote inclusion and awareness
about diversity and diverse issues
on campus. I f s a council in that i f s
more toward SGA [style]... I f s very
focused on this aim and this goal and
we work directly with Longwood
University councils, which is made
up of primarily professors. "
The meeting on Wednesday will be
a "town hall" style meeting, where
students can openly discuss and
bring forth issues that they see on
campus that they want the SDIC to

try to mediate and resolve.
"Last time [there was a town hall
meeting] we discussed difficulties
in some of the buildings not having
very good handicapped access,"
said Reitz. The last meeting was
held sometime in November. Other
issues discussed in the previous
meeting included the fairness of
some professors regarding their
inclusiveness. "Ifs basically an
arena where we bring the council to
the university so students can come
and bring their issues forth," added
Reitz.
On Feb. 12, the SDIC hosted a panel
in which members of Longwood's
faculty discussed the horrific event
that was the shooting at Sandy Hook
Elementary School in Newtown,
Conn, and what could be done in the
future to prevent similar events from
occurring.
"Ifs basically an arena where
students can come forth," said Reitz,
talking about the town hall meeting,

"and discuss issues that they see
on campus and allow some open
dialogue discussion ideas about
what to do about it so the council can
then try to initiate those changes, to
work on behalf of the student."
The minimum number of these
town hall style meetings is two per
semester, equaling out to be around
four per year. This is the first year
where the SDIC has done this style
of meeting.
• The last town hall meeting of the
spring 2013 semester is scheduled to
be some time in April.
There has been talk about possibly
opening future town hall meetings
up so that the residents of Farmville
will be able to partake in the
discussion. However, due to the
novelty of the style of meeting, the
town hall meetings are only opened
to Longwood students.
Regarding the number of students
who show up to the meetings, Reitz
stated, "We haven't had a very good

turnout. Remember, i f s a very new
thing [and] we're still kind of testing
the waters. The first one we had,
maybe two people outside of the
council showed up. But the second
one, we actually had [around] five or
so, which — with several members
of the council plus the five outside
people — it led to a pretty good
discussion..."
The town hall meetings do not have
a general topic of discussion, unlike
the panels with the exception of the
event of no issues being brought
forth. Anyone can bring forth an
issue they see on campus, be they
student or council member.
"The goal is for students to be
able to come and say, 'Hey, I noticed
this about campus. What can we do
about it?'" said Reitz.
To leam more about the town hall
meetings, attend the meeting on
Wednesday, Feb. 27 from 7-9 pm.

A Sadie Hawkins Dance for a Cause
NATAUE JOSEPH

Contributor
Over 75 students gathered in
Lankford Student Union for a Sadie
Hawkins Dance sponsored by die
resident assistants of North, Main
and South Cunningham Halls. With
love still in the air from Valentine's
Day, friends and couples gathered to
dance and have a good time, as well
as raise money and collect supplies
for Madeline's House.
Many hilarious signs featuring
Student
Government
President
Donald Knight were advertised
around campus, saying, "Hi, I'm
Donald Knight, and I approve this
message." The girls-ask-guys-themed
dance had many people excited.
On die night of die dance, die
Ballroom was decorated with hearts,
balloons and streamers, and from 8
p.m. to 11 p.m., students danced the
night away to a variety of songs, while
dressed up in semi-formal attire.
Even with all the excitement and

music, the resident assistants still
took time to recognize the real reason
why the dance was so important. The
Sadie Hawkins Dance was to raise
awareness for Madeline's House, a
non-profit organization that houses
women and children that have been
victims of domestic and sexual abuse.
With a 33 bed capacity for the women
and children, Madeline's House keeps
running and being able to provide free
housing and basic items to its guests
by various fundraisers like the Sadie
Hawkins Dance.
By raising money, collecting canned
foods, toiletries and informing
students about Madeline's House, the
dance became even more special and
meaningful.
Upon entering the dance, students
were asked to give a Madeline's
House donation and then were able to
enjoy the food, drinks and music that
were provided. Additionally, each
student was asked to sign a pledge
against abuse, and all the pledges
signed will be spread around campus

so that others can learn more about
Madeline's House and its purpose.
After students signed the pledge, they
received red bracelets that represent
awareness for abuse and Madeline's
House.
Resident Assistant Logan Miller said
this about the fundraiser, "My favorite
part was definitely the dancing. It was
awesome because we were dancing
for a cause."
Two other Cunningham Resident
Assistants, Emberli McGann and
Alexandria Cole, organized and
planned the entire event. They also
provided flyers, pamphlets and other
materials hill of information about
Madeline's House and abuse that
students who attended the dance
could take to read more about the
issue.
Joanie Giordano, a freshman who
attended the Sadie Hawkins Dance,
was very touched after learning about
the Madeline's House. "I did not know
what the Madeline's House was until
I attended the dance, and now that

15 Years Ago...

I know I think that it is an awesome
program for women and children."
They also informed students
about R.A.D. (Rape Aggression
Defense System), which is a program
sponsored by Longwood University
Police Department. This program
is free to students on campus and
helps them learn and develop skills
to protect themselves against rape
or other types of abuse. It teaches
realistic self-defense tactics to women
in order to reduce their risk of assault.
With the success of the Sadie
Hawkins Dance, more students
around campus are now more aware
of Madeline's House and its purpose.
Almost every student in attendance
left expressing the need for another
dance similar to it and also expressed
their gratitude to McGann, Cole and
the rest of the resident assistants who
helped with the dance and hope to
continue educating other students on
such a great cause.

1 5 years ago saw the
release of the first Harry
FEATUEES
Potter book, and the making
COLUMN
of a generation who grew
to love reading throughout
their adolescence. Now, "Harry Potter and the
Philosopher's/Sorcerer's Stone" is being rereleased with new cover art as a collector's item,
as many other works have done throughout the
years — "The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,"
'To Kill a Mocking Bird," etc. As someone who is
a lover of all things Harry Potter (be they books,
movies, posters or collectables), I frown at the
new cover art.
The original art gave subtie hints as to what
would be important to the plot even if it wasn't
obvious at the time to the reader. The center shot
of Harry on the broom implied that flying would
be a major component of the book. The unicorn
coming out of the forest on the bottom left-hand
side of the book suggested the reader might gain
some knowledge of magical creatures at some
point in the pages of the book and the monster
in the castie of the bottom right of the cover ...
well, that just looked cool, no matter if it was a
plot point or not (and it kind of was a big fluffy
plot point. Pun intended).
Looking at the new art, one can see Harry and
Hagrid going through the streets of what must be
Diagon Alley — though, ifs not exactly obvious
judging by the cover thafs what they're doing.
Despite the joy of seeing Hagrid on the covet who
plays a rather large (no pirn intended) part in the
first book, regrettably there are no dues that the
reader could use to determine parts of the plot.
There is no turbaned man hiding in the shadows.
From the silhouettes, there are no identifying
features that allow readers to guess if Snape or
Malfoy are in the mass of people. There are no
advertisements for unicorn horns or other potion
ingredients, no brooms being sold, no shot of
Gringotts in the background as Harry and Hagrid
proceed through the shops, no wand s h o p nothing to keep the intrigue and mystery of the
original cover.
All in all, why fix whaf s not broken? Every 30
seconds, someone picks up and starts reading the
Harry Potter series. Obviously, the artwork of
the original has yet to run its course and is still
popular throughout the world.
Please, Scholastic, please don't turn Harry Potter
into a money pit and end up pulling a George
Lucas in terms of sales. Let die children (and
adults who still hang on to every well-written
word) read the books with the original cover art
and learn to decipher the clues.
Let them guess whether snakes would play a part
in "Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets." Let
them attempt to figure out what creature Harry is
grabbing onto and whether it will play a large part
in the plot. Let them inquire as to the relevance of
the sword in Harry's hand.
Let them guess what the creepy thing (seriously,
that thing is creepy) is on the back cover of "Harry
Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban." Let them try
to figure out the creature Harry is riding on the
front cover (yet again. Seriously, the first three
books seem to have Harry flying with some sort
of aid on their covers). Have diem spark debates
about whether Harry's flying with Ginny or
Hermione.
Let them try to determine why a maze would
be needed on the front cover of "Harry Potter and
the Goblet of Fire." Let them guess who die other
people on the cover are. Let them discuss how the
other elements on the cover will come into play
throughout the book.
Let them guess who the characters on the back
cover of "Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix" are. Let them try to figure out just where
Harry is supposed to be standing on the front
cover.
Let diem try to figure out whaf s going on with
Harry and Dumbledore on the cover of "Harry
Potter and the Half-Blood Prince." Let them try to
figure out just when the Dark Mark will come into
play as to it being on the bade cover.
Let them guess what will happen between Harry
and Voldemort on the cover of "Harry Potter and
die Deathly Hallows."
While celebrating the 15-year anniversary of
the release of a book that ended up shaping a
generation is a good thing (for both readers and
author by bringing focus back on to the book
series), changing something that has been working
quite well for all these years is not the way to go.
Regarding the changes and the covers, ifs almost
like a bag of potato chips. You can't eat one potato
chip — i f s impossible. Just as ifs impossible to
buy one Harry Potter book or try to stem the flow
of a cash cow.
Please, mysterious people of Scholastic, don't
turn Harry Potter into a cash cow. Allow it to be
cherished by generations to come. Do not make it
the next "Star Wars."

*** This editorial is an opinion stated fry the turiter and
dots not represent the views of The Rotunda or Longivood
Universitu.
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'Warm Bodies' Heats Hearts of Audiences
The one exception is the Bonies — terrifying zombies who have
gone too far and cannot grow back a heart in their purely skeleton
bodies. Between the army of humans trying to kill any type of zombie
and the Bonies, who are as equally threatening, R and Julie fight to
prove that they can bring a change to their world.
Overall, this movie kept up the thrills and humor from beginning
to end. Each character, even the supporting ones, has a story of their
own with an individual humor as well that keeps the audience in
love with every scene. Sometimes the brain bashing and eating can
become a little too disgusting, but thankfully it only lasts for a few
seconds at a time.
Ifs not the everyday romance, and it's certainly not another twilightparanormal type of movie either, as some have said. It has ifs own
genre that can be enjoyed by nearly any audience. Only if they're
above 12 though, the PG-13 rating is there for a reason.

JONEL ANDREW

Contributor
Is it a deadly brain-eating zombie movie, or is it a teenage romance?
Let's call it a mixture of both along with some horror and humor.
"Warm Bodies" is about a zombie named R (played by Nicholas
Hoult), who happens to have a conscience and a bit more intelligence
than the other typical zombies he's surrounded by. He lives the
average undead life until he meets a human, Julie (played by Theresa
Palmer).
In a totally non-creepy way, R is attracted to Julie as soon as he
sees her, and instead of eating her brain, he decides to kidnap her. He
excuses it as his need to protect her from the other zombies. I f s very
romantic, as you can tell.
While keeping her in his "house," which is really an abandoned
airplane, the two begin to bond. R makes little attempts at trying to be
the human that he's clearly not, and it's portrayed in a very adorable
way. Kudos to Nicholas Hoult for making a zombie look slightly
attractive and more than likeable.
As their love begins to grow warmer, so do the bodies. The hearts
of all the zombies start beating again as they begin to witness die
strange relationship between R and Julie. Notice how their names
almost look like Romeo and Juliet, I'm just saying.

Rating: 5/5

pnolo Counesy MoodiMMguMng com

Nicholas Hault, despite playing a zombie, still steals hearts as R.

'Suits': 'Normandy' May be the Best Episode Yet
KEVIN GREEN

Staff Reporter

SEMEIN WASHINGTON

Asst. Opinion Editor
Not all eyes watched
the meteor streak,
bursting a thundering
word weighed down
last syllable; conversely,
A moth of fire, self-sufficient light,
Unpacking ice and rock, an outer chrysalis
of air. Not all ears were cracked
Like office windows, not all hands
broken up like zinc factory brick. Not all shaken
by the plume of an inch worm's organ,
one massive bulge of sulfurous cloud.
Rather most drivers rode in and out
of the Ural town, through streets cleared of Russian
snow and frowned at inconsiderate glare.
These days of hybrid cars, what is heaven but
expansions of earth?
Sitting at home, the sky is immaterial and news
concrete:
The president discourages protest.

Based on the latest "Suits," this week's season
finale should be an interesting bout of law warfare.
This episode picks up shortly after the events of
"He's Back." Pearson Hardman is attempting to
fight the outrageous lawsuit from former partner,
Daniel Hardman (David Costabile).
At the same time, Mike Ross (Patrick J. Adams),
Rachel Zane (Meghan Markle) and the rest of the
firm are trying to find a breakthrough with the
Folsom Food case.
Just as the firm is bracing for the next legal
attack, an old flame from Harvey Specter's past
returns to apparently steal clients from Pearson
Hardman. However; her motives and actions are
not what they appear on the surface. The firm
she represents has considerable assets at their
disposal.
This makes it all too enticing for Jessica Pearson
(Gina Torres) to consider teaming-up with the
overseas firm. A potential merger would give
Pearson Hardman the resources to finally get rid
of the trouble of Daniel Hardman and then some.
This episode has pushed loyalties to the absolute
brink and it should make the season finale all the
more captivating.
This episode was a bit different than its
predecessors in a few ways. For one, Harvey and
Rachel were essentially the central focus of this

episode. While Harvey dealt with the reappearance
of a romantic interest/ Rachel continued her path
towards Harvard.
"Normandy" may well be Markle's best
performance as Rachel Zane to date. Rachel
displays a wide array of emotions in this episode
as she goes from elation to despair. Markle makes
it seem effortless and it is nice to see the writers
doing more with Rachel's character.
Meanwhile, Macht was back to being "good
old Harvey" in this episode. Fan reaction to the
softer side of Harvey shown in the episode "BlindSided" ranged from mixed to terrible. It appears
that Aaron Korsh and the writers got the memo,
and Harvey is back to being the tough-guy lawyer.
This time he gets to butt heads with an equally
tough lawyer named Dana Scott (Abigail
Spencer). It was quite a bit of fun to see the
female equivalence of Harvey in this episode. The
chemistry Macht and Spencer share on screen is
most likely what long-time fans picture as the
ideal romantic partner for Harvey.
Although the episode did take place on
Valentine's Day, Kosh and the writers were
wise enough to not devote this show entirely to
romance. That being said, the writers continue to
tease the Donna-Harvey romance that some fans
so desperately want.
They also did somewhat tease the potential
for a Dana-Harvey relationship, but there were
bigger issues at stake here. Harvey has, at times,

disagreed with Jessica as to the future of the firm.
In this episode, that disagreement was taken to a
different level.
Not only is there some considerable strife
between Harvey and Jessica, but there is other
disconnect at the firm, as well. In this episode,
Mike finds himself at odds with a recently hired
attorney named Katrina Bennett (Amanda Schull).
Katrina is a fiery fifth-year who does not take no
for an answer. On top of that, Katrina is highly
intelligent and quicker to the punch than Mike.
These situations present quite an issue for the
firm. As it stands, the season finale could feature
not a single clean getaway for anyone. Mike's
situation as an unlicensed lawyer could rear its
ugly head this upcoming Thursday. At this point,
Mike is nearly disposable with the presence of
Katrina.
On top of that, there could be a literal splitting of
hairs at Pearson Hardman. There is a clear tension
in every scene that has been heightened with each
action. Once again, the cast is doing a terrific job
with the material presented by Kosh and his team
of writers.
On a technical level, "Normandy" is on par with
each preceding episode. The director and editors
know their product by now, and there is a formula
they follow. For now, that story-telling structure
is working. However, some slight changes could
be necessary in order to keep it fresh for the
forthcoming third season.

This Year's Oscar Nominees Shine as They Hit the Shelves
JESSICA GODART

A&E Editor
"ARGO"

The movie follows a dramatized version
of the heroic and heart-wrenching
rescue of six American fugitives during
the Iranian hostage crisis in 1979.

When CIA exfiltrator Tony Mendez including Best Picture.
comes up with an elaborate and daring (Ben Affleck, Bryan Cranston, Alan Arkin,
plan to disguise them as a Hollywood John Goodman)
movie crew, he and his associates race
against time with the few resources "ANNA KARENINA"
they have to execute the crazy plot and
In the late 19th century in Imperial
save the innocent refugees. *Academy Russia, socialite and married aristocrat
Award Nominee in several categories Anna Karenina travels to Moscow from

St. Petersburg in order to plead to her
brother's wife to allow him to revisit
their children after being caught in an
affair. While on her travels, though,
Anna meets Count Alexi Vronsky,
and their immediate attraction turns
into a love affair. A simple affair
causes much more though.

STUDENT VALUE MENU!
All items specially priced for students...
Choose from the following:

www.dominos.com

434 392 3000

Medium two topping pizza
Large one topping pizza
Any two bread products
Any Artisan pizza

each only

$7.99

(Keira Knightley, Jude Law, Aaron
Taylor-Johnson).
'Academy Award Nominee in four
categories.

"SINISTER"

When true-crime writer Ellison
Oswalt moves his family and
himself into a house which was the
home to a horrific crime, he thinks
he's about to make the biggest profit
of his career. But when the footage
from the cameras around his house
reveals more than he bargained fbi;
he realizes there's an actual entity
in the house terrorizing his family.
(Ethan Hawke, Juliet Rylance, Fred
Dalton-Thompson)
"FUN SIZE"

Most teenagers get into shenanigans
during Halloween, but a lot of them
don't have to keep an eye on their
'little brother while they're doing
it. When Wren is told to babysit
her younger brother during a
Halloween party, things don't go
the way she planned when he runs
off and disappears among dozens of
trick-or-treaters.
(Victoria Justice, Jackson Nicoll,
Chelsea Handler)
"GAME OF THRONES: THE COMPLETE
SECOND SEASON"

Become a fan on Facebook to hear about our weekly specials:

Domino's Pizza - Farmville, Virginia...

and WELCOME BACK!

In this second season of the
acclaimed show, Joffrey sits on the
throne in the King's Landing with
his manipulative uncle and mother
Tyrion and Ceraei, fighting it out
behind the scenes. As tensions rise
with promised treaties, alliances are
formed and connections are put to
the test.
(Lena Headley, Peter Dinklage, Maisie
Williams, Jack Gleeson)
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Living Life on the Edge of Cliffs and Ancient Castles: Ireland
**Former A&E Editor Katie Reilly is studying
in England this semester, chronicling her weekly
adventures as she travels through Europe**
KATIE REILLY

Travel Correspondent
I went to Ireland this past weekend for four days.
It was a bit of traveling getting there, though the
flight itself was only 45 minutes. That alone had the
power to wow me; I was able to travel to such an
amazing place for 30 some pounds, round trip on
a 45-minute flight. Oh the joys of everything being
right next to each other.
Because I only had four days in Ireland and
because it was my first time there, I basically
decided to kill myself and do as much as humanly
possible in that four-day span of time. I flew in late
on Friday night and stayed at Abigail's Hostel,
which I highly recommend if anyone ever wants to
stay in Dublin. If s centrally located in the center
of the city and right next to Temple Bar, which
is in more of a traditional, touristy area and has
traditional Irish music and other usual clichés you
attribute to a good, Irish bar.
Both Saturday and Sunday, we had booked tours
to see other parts of Ireland. Saturday's tour was to
the Cliffs of Moher, one of Ireland's "7 Wonders."
The journey began at 6:40 a.m. (it was still pitch
black at this point) and our first stop was the city
of Limerick. We got off the bus and were able to
cross the river Shannon, giving a great view of King
John's Castle right on the river. We drove through
lots of backcountry in Ireland to reach the Cliffs
of Moher, including many multi-colored farms. I
officially love sheep by the way. Especially, baby
ones. Forget the cows in Farmville; you want cute,
then find a baby sheep.
We reached the cliffs at 11:30 a.m. To get there,

you literally travel along the coastline down a
skinny little two-lane road (and if s even skinnier
than you think in your head because this is the UK).
The tourist center is built into the side of one of the
hills to keep the place as natural looking as possible,
but at that point you aren't even paying attention to
the people or the visitor center. You are focused on
the breathtaking, very steep, dangerously close to
the edge, Cliffs of Moher.
If s really hard to explain something so amazing.
It feels like you are standing on the edge of the
world and the terrifying part is you kind of are.
There are pathways with only a thin slate slab
keeping you from the edge. I f s breathtakingly
beautiful and exhilarating, and if you're a daredevil
like me, extremely dangerous. You can walk the
entire length of it, all the way out to the tip; just
you, the Atlantic Ocean and a gulling wind trying
to blow you over.
Afterwards, we went to one of the greatest
national parks, the Burren. It is a huge area entirely
of limestone and can be referred to as the "mini"
Cliffs of Moher because it too has a breathtaking
view and frighteningly steep drop.
The next day was Blarney Castle to kiss the
Blarney Stone. This castle is surrounded by
parkland, a lake and a cave with tunnels running all
under the castle and to different cities, as rumored.
Blarney Castle is amazing for two reasons in my
opinion. The first is because it is a place outside of
time. The castle is still so fully intact and laid out,
as well as the land so beautiful and untouched that
it is easy to imagine what medieval life must have
been like. Absolutely amazing.
The second reason is you get to kiss a legend
of sorts. If you want to know all the legends of
the Blarney Stone (because there are quite a few)
I would suggest Googling it, but, in short, if you
kiss the stone you are blessed with seven years of
eloquent speech. The only thing is to kiss it you have
to walk up 100 steps to the top of the castle and then

JESSICA GODART

A&E Editor

Courtesy ol Kane Rally

Katie enjoys the experience of visiting the Blarney Castle.

hang yourself upside down some five stories up. It
was awesome, and actually probably the greatest
part of my trip. There is a rush in facing your fears
(i.e. heights) and kissing an ancient legend.
Another great part of Ireland though, is the
nightlife. Pubs on Temple Bar are ironically Irish
and the live music is to die for (as is the cider.) In
short, Ireland is an amazing place. For more stories
and photos, visit my blog at Volagratisl.wordpress.
com.

eating dinner by herself, and he says he confesses that he came to her
that Hanna's accusations of him being because he felt he might have a
with Ali are going be the end of his chance with her now that Toby is
out of the picture. They walk around
career and she doesn't care that it is.
Rejection doesn't settle with him talking, and for the first time since her
very well, though, so he decides to breakup there is a genuine smile from
wants to scare Aria away. It almost follow her from the restaurant and Spencer. After they kiss, Spencer goes
JONEL ANDREW
works until later when Aria walks pull her over after seeing her have a home completely happy, practically
Contributor
in on Ezra fighting with his mom. drink with her dinner. Once again, with hearts in her eyes until her sister
Detective Wilden is the main suspect His mom had tried to give a gift to Ashley does not care and when she simply tells her, "No company is
of this week's episode of "Pretty Malcolm despite being the reason he gets back in her car, he shouts, "Either better than bad company."
you shut Hanna up or I will!" This is
Emily decides to go see CeCe, who
Little Liars." It starts with him being was hidden away for seven years.
when
Ashley
decides
to
hit
him
with
is
hastily packing her bags. She tells
For some reason, witnessing this
extremely sketch as he shoves CeCe
her
car
(cue
the
applause).
EmUy.
'thai aha.believed Wild^nwas
into his car right in front of Hanna fight makes Aria and Ezra closer
the
one-who
killed Ali because he got
The
only
downside
to
the
beautiful
and her mom, Ashley, who is quick to than they've been since he got bade. I
her
pregnant
and right before leaving
moment
is
that
she
has
no
idea
notice his creepy stare toward Hanna. guess having a common enemy really
she
confesses
it was Melissa Hastings
that
the
entire
thing
was
caught
on
When Ezra comes back. Aria still does bring two people together.
who
took
the
picture of Allison,
his
police
car's
camera.
When
she
Paige
is
still
continuing
to
hunt
conflicted over the kiss between her
Wilden
and
CeCe
on the boat.
gets
home,
all
she
chooses
to
say
to
down
A
by
looking
for
the
Queen
and Wes. Oh, it must be hard handling
Melissa's
sketchiness
is heightened
Hanna
is
"I
think
I
might
have
killed
of
Hearts
costume
that
A
wore
on
two beautiful brothers that both
when
the
episode
ends
and
Spencer is
Detective
Wilden."
Well,
she
might
Halloween,
this
time
with
Emily
want you, Aria. Her mixed emotions
locked
in
her
steam
shower
by A with
not
have
killed
him,
but
she
sure
did
and
Hanna
tagging
along.
While
only get worse after having a brief
the temperature over 100 degrees,
conversation with "Mrs. FitzScary," Emily sneaks the purchase history injure him.
of the costume, Hanna distracts the
However, that might not be the and a message written on the mirror
aka Ezra's evil mother.
owner
who
happens
to
be
Paige's
exscariest
bit of news, because when warning her away form Wren.
She sounds innocent enough trying
Is it sibling rivalry or just another
girlfriend.
Who
hasn't
Paige
hooked
they
go
back
to the scene of the crime,
to tell Aria how difficult it must be
battle
with A? Looks like it might be
up
with
in
that
town?
he's
gone.
standing by Ezra as he is consumed
Wren comes to talk to Spencer both.
Meanwhile, Detective Wilden
with his new son, Malcolm, and the
son's mother, but we all know she just rudely interrupts Ashley, who is after their disastrous road trip and

'Pretty Little Liars':

Spencer Betrayed Again?

'Beautiful Creatures' Charms in Some Areas, Lacks in Others

oCoutesy! gBM2ont.com

Amma, Lena and Ethan look over The Book of Moons in hopes of trying to break the curse that haunts Lena's family.
BECCA LUNDBERG

News Editor
"Beautiful Creatures," the movie adaptation of
the first book of "The Caster Chronicles" by Kami
Garcia and Margaret Stohl, brought a less-thantypical romance to audiences on Valentine's Day.
Less heroic than the "Harry Potter" series, but not
nearly as sappy as "The Twilight Saga," the film
strikes an interesting balance.
Mysterious images of a dark-haired girl have
filled Ethan Wate's (Alden Ehrenreich) dreams
for months, making his small town of Gatlin, S.C.,
where the two types of people are "ones who are
too stupid to leave and ones who are too stuck to
move," even more unbearable.
• The story continues in a somewhat cliché manner,
as it is clear that Ethan is a former high school
jock-type who is. trying to push away his popular,
southern belle ex-girlfriend Emily (Zoey Deutch).
There is, as it usually goes with coming-of-age
stories, more than meets the eye, as Ethan's mother
recently died in a car crash. The high school junior's
only real guardian is his housekeeper Amma (Viola
Davis), as his father supposedly lives with them

but never makes an on-screen appearance.
Gatlin becomes more than Civil War reenactments
and town hall meetings when Lena Duchannes
(Alice Englert) moves into mysterious Ravenwood
home and begins her junior year at the high school,
sparking rumors of her family's Satanism and
witchcraft. Ethan, however, has literally found the
girl of his dreams, as it seems Lena is the ravenhaired girl he has been dreaming about. The rest of
his classmates, especially Emily, take an immediate
disliking to her, reciting prayers ih class, much to
the chagrin of their teacher, to rid the room of the
devil.
The classroom windows suddenly and
mysteriously burst halfway into the prayer, slicing
slight cuts into the students' arms and giving them
the proof about Lena's "Satanism" that they have
been looking for. Ethan, however, immediately
turns from a teenager full of angst to a totql charmer,
actively pursuing Lena until she is too intrigued to
turn him down. Lena's uncle, "Old Man" Macon
Ravenwood (Jeremy Irons), seems determined
to keep Ethan away, though. Macon's efforts, of
course, cause Lena to only desire Ethan even more.
Every relationship has its secrets, and it doesn't

Stick to the Original
Script - The Book

take long for Ethan to discover Lena's: she is, in
fact, a Caster with magical powers who comes
from a magical family line. If that weren't enough,
her upcoming 16th birthday is an ominous event,
as she will face "The Claiming," an event where a
Caster's true nature chooses whether their powers
will be light or dark.
As Lena and Ethan delve deeper into their
romance, they await not only "The Claiming," but
the impending doom of a curse that just so happens
to affect Casters and mortals in their family lines
who fall in love.
Lena soon finds out that the curse can only be
broken through heartbreaking means, and a
presumed to be dead immediate family member
and Lena's longtime absentee cousin, Ridley
(Emmy Rossum), are back in town to help the curse
along.
The majority of the film, while occasionally
cheesy in regards to the romance and CGI, is welldeveloped and darkly charming. Unfortunately,
the climax leads to a somewhat messy and rushed
final half-hour where the movie cannot quite seem
to figure out what it wants to be.
As a newcomer to film, Ehrenreich, undoubtedly
the star of the film as Ethan, forms a character that
could easily be cliché into a fascinating young man
full of depth, insight and quirks. In the meantime,
Oscar winner Irons continues to prove his acting
chops in the role of Macon, finding the perfect
balance between mystery and genuine.
Mercifully, the film's final few moments stop
the story's downhill decline, and end the film
brilliantly with room for a possible continuation.
While "Beautiful Creatures" did not leave me
spellbound, it charmed me enough to hope there is
a better sequel in the works.
Rating: 3/5

Recently, I went to go see
"Safe Haven," a book turned
film, in theatres. Now, I read the
book for the first time several
months ago and when I heard
the movie was coming out, I
was obviously a little skeptical
about how it was going to reflect
the novel. Nicholas Sparks'
film adaptations have a way
of twisting the story a little bit
for every movie. "Safe Haven"
A&E
was no exception. While the COLUMN
movie still brought me to tears
and tugged at my heart it left out a lot of details
from the book that I would have loved to see in
the movie. They also twisted the story in a way
that I felt was not necessary. Overall, I would give
the movie a B+. (See review for more information)
Since I can't exactly tell much more since the
movie is still in theatres, I decided to go back
through some of the more popular Hollywood
adaptations of novels and grade them - plus, a
couple of my personal favorites.
"Harry Potter" Series: A-. I can remember my
sisters and I drawing straws to decide who got
to read the newest book first. I was about eight
when the movies first started coming out and the
first couple barely changed anything around with
the storyline. For theatrical reasons, there always
has to be a change here or there, but for the most
part, I was fairly happy with the outcomes. Then
the directors changed, and it was obvious Chris
Columbus wanted to stick closer to the original
writing than the future directors. By the time
David Yates took over for "Order of the Phoenix,"
there were no more robes, no more points taken
or given to houses, the storylines became more
about the big picture of the book and less about
the reason the novels had started in the first place.
Still, though, I do have to admit that the movies
kept more to the books than a lot of others. Which
brings me to...
"The Hunger Games": C+. Firstly, I read this
series after I saw the first movie. Just a heads-up, I
am going to be a buzz-kill for a lot of Katniss-PeetaGale trio fans. The book just offered so much more
information about the Capitol and the districts
and the story behind the thirteenth district. When
I watched the movie, t felt absolutely no emotion
from the characters, no connection to anyone
other than Katniss, and I had gotten no character
development from any of the other characters. The
movie focused solely on the Games themselves
and did not even touch on anything else the book
did. For instance, Katniss did not receive her pin
from the market; it was given to her by her friend,
Madge. You would never know from the movie,
though, because they completely changed where
the pin came from. In the later books, that small
detail becomes a much bigger one. That, along
with the fact that the Peeta-Katniss relationship
is practically five times more complicated in the
book than it is in the movie.
"Twilight" Saga: A-. To be honest, up until the
fourth book, Stephenie Meyer should be happy
with the adaptations of her novels. Of course,
there's going to be a glitch here and there as is the
case with any reworking of a novel - and for the
record, for me to say these movies were not terrible
is a huge thing - but as the movies continued
they actually got better, not worse. Every movie
had a different director and, to be honest, every
movie got better, and I'm pretty sure there's been
a consensus that the ending to "Breaking Dawn:
Part II" was actually better than that of the book's.
That might be the first time I've ever heard that.
"Alex Cross": C-. A personal favorite of mine,
but not for the movie itself. I am a huge James
Patterson fan, the writer of the novel the movie is
based on. Now, I loved the movie probably solely
for the fact that they actually made the movie, but
I do have to say it was lacking in several areas.
For one, the book was not set completely in the
past, which is what the movie is. In "Cross," the
novel thé movie was based on, the scenes in the
past are only a small portion of the book. "Alex
Cross" was created from several flashbacks which
were chopped up pieces of the book. The movie
actually added in details that were not included
in the novel which I noticed right away, and they
didn't sit well with me.
Just from these five movies I've mentioned, there
should be enough of a case to argue that books
should be left alone, or if they are chosen to be
adapted into movies then please, just stick to the
script that's already been written by the author. So
for some future novels that are already scheduled
to come out at some point - for instance "The
Great Gatsby" and "50 Shades of Grey" (especially
"Gatsby"), I hope that, for the sake of the authors,
the directors and screen writers make good of
the novels. However, the past does speak for the
future in this context, and I have a feeling the
future of film adaptations is not going to change
anytime soon.
"' This editorial is an opinion stated by the writer and
does not represent the views of The Rotunda or Longwood
University.
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Sleep Deprivation and Stress: How Much is an 'A' Worth?
and have stayed up all night studying
for a Calculus final because I hadn't
studied enough during the semester
or because I just didn't understand the
material. We're all to blame for students
staying up and pulling all-nighters. I'm
not blaming professors. Don't get me
wrong, I'm blaming all of us. I know
students think that their professors are
out to get them because everything
for every class is due within the same
two days. I'm an English major. There
are plenty of times where I honestly
thought all of the professors gathered
together and talked about when they
should have due dates. One semester,

COURTNEY CARROLL

I had four papers due on Monday and
three papers due on Tuesday and a test
on Thursday. Nothing else is due for
Let's set the scene. Finals week,
over a month in most of these classes
everyone's walking around campus
and all of your assignments seem to be
like zombies, everyone's moody. due at the same time.
quickly going from happy to angry in
When I write all of my readings
.4 seconds. Nobody can talk to anyone
and assignments into my planner at
without someone snapping at someone
the beginning of the semester, the first
else because they have a lot of studying
thing I do is highlight everything thaf s
to do or because they're stressed about
due for each class. If you flip through
their "million" tests and papers coming
my planner this semester, you'll notice
up.
the redundancy: There are three weeks
I've been there. I'm a senior at Longwood;
of the month with nothing due, then all
of course I've been there. I've waited
of a sudden I have papers and tests all
until the last minute to write a paper
due within a day or two of each other.
I've learned to plait my time according
to the amount of homework that I have
on top of the extracurricular activities
that I'm a part of.
In order to have enough time to
work, do homework, go to class, go to
meetings throughout the week, and still
get enough sleep to function, I have to
plan. I plan when I sleep, when I eat Lack of sleep can cause more harm than good in the long run so make sure to plan accordingly.
and when I read for classes. If I didn't
do that, I would be pulling all-nighters
all the time and I have neither the time anything but the pain. The doctors gave if s hard to make those decisions while
me medicine to help, but all they did was you're in the circumstance. The biggest
nor the patience to do that anymore.
make me want to sleep. I finally got all problem with all-nighters now is that
The stress that all-nighters put on my stuff done for my classes and I got A's hardly anyone pulls them without
your mind and body doesn't seem in all of them, but was it worth a doctor the help of Adderall or other ADD
apparent when if s happening, but take bill, medicine and six pulled muscles? medication. People spend money to stay
it from someone who knows, if s rough. No. I couldn't have probably gotten awake, and the medicine people buy
My sophomore year, I pulled three all- A's or B's without the all-nighters,-but from one another causes different types
nighters in a row where I'd been awake I didn't want to take that chance at the of stress on the body, especially if you're
so long, I couldn't sleep more than 30 time. I would take that chance now, as a not prescribed the medicine and don't
minutes when I did try to go to sleep senior. I would study harder throughout actually need it. You can stay awake on
during the day. I pulled six muscles the semester or start my papers earlier if your own, but when your body tells you
in my back because of the stress I was it meant that I'd get a full night's sleep to sleep, just sleep. Take an hour nap in
causing my body. I didn't know that I
Photo By: Photo Editor Ashley Fuller was doing this until I went to move and and my body wouldn't give out on me the middle of studying because you'll
just when I need it most.
never remember what you're studying
Having a lot of assignments due around the same time can be stressful, so manage time wisely.I couldn't. I could barely walk without
anyway if you're so focused on being
If
s
easy
to
look
back
and
say
that
you
crying, and studying was definitely
tired and not the course material.
wouldn't
have
done
this
or
that,
but
out of the question. I couldn't focus on
Opinion Editor

I Will Try to Love and Enjoy the 21st Century More
SEMEIN WASHINGTON

Asst. Opinion Editor
There is a certain sense of nostalgia that comes with the
years in which you grow up. It may not be apparent to
everyone when it happens, but in time, it will sink in. The 21st

century is the context in which I, and most of my audience,
have come of age. We didn't mean to be bom when we were,
and I've heard more than a few people say they would have
opted for an earlier era. But I have to say, echoing one of my
favorite poets — a guy named Mark Strand— that I do love
the 21st century, and I think that was the amazement I felt
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If s a common experience, and droves
of people have always collected, doing
much of the same thing together because
of a sense of life. This is the idea of a
Zeitgeist or spirit of the age. Though it,
seems like hokum, and probably to our
left-brained generation, it is, I believe, a
working idea. It is also a mixed bag. Like

"This isn't just an issue of biological age,
though I won't discount it being wrapped up
in biological age, but rather of perspective."
this is no reason to give up. There have
been worse times and no one, right now,
is really poised to start a world war. So
sit back, laugh at a viral video or plan to
watch the newest reboot of an older film.
I won't list reasons why I love the 21st
century or why you should; instead, I'll
talk about where those feelings come
from. I'm turning 22 in August. That
means I'm a young man, and I'll continue
to be young for a long time coming. This
isn't just an issue of biological age, though
I won't discount it being wrapped up in
biological age, but rather of perspective.
I'm still growing still learning and so
the last 12 years of my life have been
a long string of investigations, some
with disastrous endings and some that
weren't so bad. By virtue of not knowing
everything, I'm set to pay attention and
look for what I might want to know and
what I might like.

Setting reasonable and achievable
goafs tor wur organization
^BSHB
nra

watching the New Year's ball drop at age
nine. It was a sense of love and a sense
that I would enjoy the days ahead more
than the ones behind.
Though many would say that the 21st
century is, in fact, the slow dying off of
all our great luminaries and a continuous
threat of danger in the world, I would say

loving a person, loving a time period
comes with its drawbacks.
The 21st century gave us iPads and
also gave us 9-11, similar trade-ins were
the Arab Spring and Hurricane Katrina.
Sometimes the good things are a let
down. It is a more open world than it
has been before, in a technological and
personal sense, but people seem to use
it to be more closed. Take a look at our
two-party systems, look away and repeat
until you burst into tears.
However, with youth and time and the
sense of progression about so much that
is happening in the world today, I feel
we can go to counseling with the 21st
century and figure it out before things
end in separation. Personally, I think if s
a life-long relationship, and I'm willing
to give as much effort to my love of the
21st century as it will possibly need.

Wednesday, February 20
7 p.m. in the Amelia Room of the
Student Union
Attendees will be eligible to win a special award for their organization at the Club
and Organization Banquet in the fall.

Any and all members of ANY recognized club or
organization are encouraged to attend!
Larikford Student Union
r more Information or accomodations for a disability, visit the "Building Lancers Into Leaders*
eaders" Facebook page
or email Gabrielle Pedro at gabridle.pedró#live.longwoocl.e<lu

A p p f O V B C l fOT P O S t Ì f K

Florian Ellenberger
He is 20 yean old from Switzerland. He is studying English at Longwood.
He enjoys badminton and reading. •
He likes many things about Longwood, especially how the students interact, how the classes are taught and the wide range of food served at D-Hall.
For now, there's nothing he dislikes about Longwood or America, and if he
has the opportunity, he would love to come back to visit!
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Dear 'Girl Meets World', Please Don't Break my Heart
COURTNEY CARROLL

Opinion Editor
For most of my young adult, and even adult, life, I can remember
watching "Boy Meets World" for hours. Re-runs on television are
amazing and I can guarantee that I have seen every episode at least
ten times each. Some may say thafs sad or pathetic, but I don't mind
openly telling people that this is one of my favorite television shows
and will be for years to come.

things that can happen to one of your characters. The author wants
his or her characters to be relatable to the audience because that sells.
The reason people came back to this show over and over for years
after it was already off the air was because of the characters and the
storylines that continued for a decade.
People will either love or hate the characters and thafs a good
thing. Not being sure about a character is a nightmare for the author
of a book, or the writers of a television show. Although the actors
who portray these characters were the biggest reason the show did so
well, the writers had a lot to do with it, too. Good writing stems from

years." Then when I was 13, Mom, she put me up against my locker
and she kissed me. I mean, she gave me my first kiss. She taught me
how to dance. She was always talking about these crazy things and
I never understood a word she said. All I understood was that she
was the girl I sat up every night thinking about, and when I'm with
her I feel happy to be alive. Like I can do anything. Even talk to you
like this. So that's, that's what I feel is love, Mom — when I'm better
because she's here, and now she won't be. So, we're finished."
This monologue is amazing. As a writer, I want to write something
this powerful that will stick with my audience for years.
The problem is, as you all probably know, that Disney is making
a spinoff of "Boy Meets World", entitled "Girl Meets World". It will
be about Cory and Topanga's preteen/teenage daughter. I love the
original show so much that I'm afraid that Disney is going to mess
up anything that even looks like it. Maybe I'm biased. Maybe my
fears have no ground, but I think they do.
Disney has every right to take the old story and run off with the
new one. The problem with that is that I don't know where they'll
take it. I don't want to wait each week for the new episode (even
though I will, of course). I want to be able to pop in a DVD of one of
my favorite shows and watch it for hours on end. I don't want to get
to know new characters because the way the original "Boy Meets
World" ended, it left me with closure. This new show is opening up
something that I'm not sure I'm ready for.
I learned so much from this show. Mr. Feeny will always and
forever be one of the biggest celebrities of my generation. In the new
show, Cory is a teacher and if s quite obvious that he could, and
should, become the new Feeny. Please, pretty please, don't let me
and everyone else down, Disney.
We love our characters from "Boy Meets World" and kudos to the
Disney guys for getting the same actors to play Cory and Topanga,
but please don't make them into something they're not. I'm openly
begging. But we shall see how they do when the new show premieres.

"The author wants his or her characters to be relatable to the audience
because that sells. The reason people came back to this show over
and over for years after it was already off the air was because of the
characters and the storylines that continued for a decade."
The characters in this show taught me so much about life and
even about myself. I've learned what good relationships look like
and what bad ones look like by watching. Cory and Topanga seem
to have the best relationship in the entire world, even though they
have their ups and downs throughout. That doesn't stop them from
ultimately being together in the end.
I vividly remember the episode when their class goes skiing, and
Cory thinks he has feelings for another girl. This other girl kisses him
and he doesn't know what to do when it comes to his relationship
with Topanga because he doesn't want to lose her. I can remember
crying when she finds out that he lied to her about what happened
and I felt the hurt she felt. I only did this for one reason: I could relate
to her character more than I'd ever related to a character.
From a creative writing perspective, this is one of the most important

the most creative of people.
The writers of this show were amazing and the monologues that
the characters had throughout the show were impeccable. The one
monologue that I will always remember is this one, from Cory to his
mother after he and Topanga broke up:
"Mom, listen, I haven't been together with Topanga for 22 years, but
we have been together for 16. That's a lot longer than most couples
have been together. I mean, when we were born, you told me that
we used to take walks in our strollers together in the park. When
we were two, we were best friends, I mean, I knew everything about
this girl. I knew her favorite color. I knew her favorite food. Then we
became six, you know, and Eric made fun of me because it wasn't
cool to have a best friend that was a girl or to even know a girl, so
for the next seven years I threw dirt at her. I like to call those "the lost

The Information Age is Really Nothing All That Special
SEMEIN WASHINGTON

Asst. Opinion Editor
The Information Age has bloomed, taking video
under house arrest after its decades-old murder
of the radio star and producing social media —
seemingly out of thin air — through which we can
talk to our friends in another state or down the
hall. Miracle of miracles, it has even reduced the
entirety of the Elvis corpus to a couple zip files
and delivered the movie star du jour on a silver
platter called Netflix.
However, the Information Age is not the end
of time. It is another phase no different from the
first crank of the printing press or the last few
clicks of the typewriter. Despite accusations that
the whirling waters of Google have made us learn
differently, and perhaps worse, human beings
remain human.
The rare futurist questions how long this will
be true with the rise of moveable prosthetics.
However, there is something to being human and
acting as humans do, a thing the eggheads call
"culture" that defies simplicity.
A good deal of what I'm coming to think about the
Information Age was shaped during a few hours
talking with an old roommate. He's a traditional
guy, taught that a gentleman should have a wallet,
handkerchief and comb on his person at all times.
He hates Facebook, but who can blame him? The
recent flood of property rights that measure on
many a popular site has taken all the fun out of
posting videos and incites paranoia from the idea
that Zuckerberg can sell your interests. Like a lot
of people, he thinks that private life has become
too public. To the contrary, I think public life has
been made more private' during the Information
Age.
How has public life become more private and
what does it have to do with the computerized
society? Well, it didn't start with widespread
computer use. Rather, computer use fit into a mold
built for the 20th century. Following the austerity
of the Victorian Age and the shock of the First
World War, we started to change our institutions.
Things that were based on the public exchange of
goods became centered on private emotion. The
display of emotion became more encouraged in
the public sphere and the issue of personal identity,
rather than status symbol, became an integral
part of clothing. This revolution of the feels is
what has shaped the Information Age, bringing it
closer and closer to the public, sometimes global,
display of private considerations. An angry tweet
is not, or at least often is not, a cry for help. It is the
common method of the day: the instinct to show

the world what we think.
Many people will rite differences between the
face-to-face volatility and free love of the 60s and
the YouTube bigotry and adult posts of today.
The only difference I see is that the vast majority
has grown more accustomed to global spleen
venting online rather than doing so in the limited
real world. This doesn't mean that the common
information-ager will not spew expletives in
a crazed manner. It just means that die Internet
is more appropriate for them. Cue the cancer
of cyber bullying. Likewise, if s easier to text or
message "hello" than to call or meet up. If s easier
to learn dances from the web than another human
being.
Computers do more, despite popular belief,
than cater to our likes and dislikes. Computers
have taken over the responsibilities of banking
from the large accounting tomes. The recording
of assets and debt, on which the capitalist system
rests, swings in the hammock of a database
somewhere.
But the record books and their systems of
debt in their turn did something we always did.
Debt is not only what is owed. When records are
applied to the way in which debt is incurred and
paid, it becomes credit. Credit shows how well an
individual can handle financial obligations, and in
the end is a way of enforced bartering. You trade
me your ability to produce money for my ability
to pay it back. When we're done with this, I'll look
you up from a nice string of cowries.
In addition to all that computers continue about
the human tradition, there is a persistent fear that
electronics dilute the experience and make us less
able to communicate. Some say that we are slowly
becoming more integrated and that soon, a smart
phone will charge from your beating heart. I draw
a line between what humans do and what they
are. People are not on the web; they are using
it. People, though they may identify themselves
as bricklayers or lawyers, are as often fishermen
and golfers. The computer is a tool, a tool with
immense power and perspective changing
qualities, but it can still be set down or, as some
predict, surgically removed.
Another friend, a graduate student in the English
department, lamented that he was not alive at
the time to see Woodstock. And the truth is that
though mass collections of musicians and music
fans may gather at a rustic spot again, it will never
be the same. We are not so much different as we do
things differendy. The Information Age will have
its Woodstock and we'll be part of the celebration.
Who knows, it may have even already happened.

P3dbJW3oT
There is a persistent fear that electronics dilute the experience and make us less able to communicate face to face.
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Princeps would like to recognize these individuals and organizations for their hard
work and dedication. They show the true meaning of leadership within their daily
lives. To lead is to serve.

Leslie Cook-Day
Rebecca Stergil
Ed Becker
Health and Fitness Center
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Lancers Put Out Liberty Flames, 102-101
NATALIE JOSEPH

Contributor

#12 IT Carey aims for a free-throw at the Longwood vs. Liberty game last night.

Photo

Still playing with the motivation from a 76-61 win over
Radford on Saturday, the Lancers started last nighf s
game against rival Liberty University with intensity.
With Tristan Carey unstoppable at the three-point line,
Longwood managed to stay ahead for the whole game
and played with consistency.
The entirety of Willett Hall was on the edge of their
seat as the Lancers and Flames combined for 55 points
in the last four minutes and 34 in thefinaltwo.
Carey's 40 points were enough to give Longwood one
of its biggest wins ever on Tuesday, as Longwood (6-22,
3-11 Big South) pulled it out against their rivals, 102-101.
Longwood will go into BracketBusters on a late season
high. With Carey scoring in double figures in the past
13 games and freshman Michael Kessens averaging
16.0 points in his last six games, the Lancers are now
preparing for UT-Martin this weekend.
"The BracketBusters event gives us the opportunity
to be part of a prestigious series of games, and in our
match-up versus UT-Martin, we'll see if we can, again,
replicate our ability to play pretty well away from home.
"Last time out on the road, we won at Winthrop, and
before that, had played well in three-straight Saturday
away games. Our team is looking forward to every
chance we get to be on the court playingrightnow,
and Saturday afternoon out in Tennessee will be no
different," Coach Mike Gillian told LongwoodLancers.
com about Saturday's contest.
Looking forward to the final stretch of their season, the
Lancers will play their final two regular-season games
at Campbell on Feb. 28 and VMI on March 2.
^ Photo Editor Mike Kropf

Women's Basketball Losing Streak Goes to Seven
ERICHOBECK

Sports Editor
After a white-hot start to their conference
schedule, the Longwood women's basketball team
has fallen on hard times as of late, losing seven
games in a row and one last week, with two games
ahead this week.
The Lancers (9-16, 6-8 Big South) played
Radford on Thursday, trailing 27-23 at halftime
and eventually losing to the Highlanders 60-46.
As a team, the Lancers shot 27 percent from the
floor and were led by Chelsea Coward's doubledouble of 12 points and 10 rebounds. Crystal Smith
and Mieke Elkington added 10 points each, and
Victoria Hamilton's 14 points were good enough
for a game-high for Radford.
Second-year head coach Bill Reinson said Tuesday
that the game was "disappointing because we
failed to play with our usual effort and energy."

Brdarski named
head coach at St.
Bonaventure
ERIC HOBECK

Sports Editor

Longtime Longwood Associate Women's Soccer
Coach Steve Brdarski is now the women's soccer
head coach at St. Bonaventure University, it was
announced last week. SBU made the announcement
last Monday.
He has served in the associate head coach role
since 2008, working with 20th-year head coach Todd
Dyer. He has been at Longwood since 2004.
Dyer said Tuesday, "After our fall season he
[Brdarski] told me he'd be applying for some head
coaching jobs. St. Bonnie was on that list and things
started unfolding over the holiday break and into
the start of the spring semester." Brdarski replaces
Manoj Khettry at SBU, who was the head coach there
for seven years before resigning in early January.
Dyer added that it was a decision that the two
close friends talked about for some time, saying,
"We talk about everything and in this case I did a
lot of listening. If the opportunity.to direct his own
program presented itself he was going to give it
serious consideration and I supported that.
"More than anything I'll miss the day to day
interaction with a person that has been so close to
me, my family and the women's soccer program. He
and his family now begin a new journey and we at
Longwood have the opportunity to do the same. It's
a win-win scenario for everyone involved and I'm
certain we're all very excited to move forward."
Brdarski has previous head coaching experience,
leading the men's program at his alma mater,
Pfeiffer University, from 2001-03. Brdarski took that
role fresh out of college and improved the Falcons'
record by five games in the 2002 season.
He also spearheaded the efforts at Longwood to
create the Greatest Athletics March Ever (GAME)
and "The Scarf," two ubiquitous examples of
support of the women's soccer program and indeed
the athletics department as a whole.
Brdarski has already started his coaching duties at
St Bonaventure, and was not available for comment
at press time.
Dyer says that the search for a new assistant coach
has already begun and will last "as long as it takes to
find the right person for the job. Hopefully we have
an idea who that is before the end of the semester."

Longwood defeated Radford 57-49 on Dec. 29 in
the Lancers' first-ever Big South game.
Up next for the Lancers are Winthrop (16-10,
10-4 Big South) and UNC-Asheville (2-24, 0-15
Big South), teams ranked second and last in the
conference, respectively. Both games are on the
road; LU will play the Eagles tomorrow and UNCAsheville on Saturday.
Reinson said about Winthrop, "They are a very
talented offensive team. They like to score in
bunches and do a terrific job of shooting the threepoint shot. Dequesha McClanahan was the preseason player of the year in the conference and she
has played exceptionally well for them this year."
Regarding Asheville, he added, "[It] is going to
be a difficult game because it is on the road against
a team that hasn't won a conference game. They
are going to look at our recent record and get very
excited to play us on Saturday. Post player Kelli
Riles has just eclipsed the 1000/1000 barrier in
points and rebounds."
With just four games left before the Big South
Tournament in March at Coastal Carolina
University, the team will be doing everything in
their power to return to their winning ways and
be playing the way they were back in January, so
as to secure a higher seed in the bracket when the
tournament starts.
"We must get back to the way we were playing
earlier this year. It has been a struggle, with the
schedule becoming tougher at the same time we

encountered some injuries," said Reinson.
"We need to continue to work hard and learn to
enjoy playing, and winning, together again."

Ptwto By: Laura Clarice

#22 K. All tries to score a lay-up against Radford.

LONGWOOD UNIVERSITY RUGBY PRESENTS

th

THE 5 ANNUAL
TODD MILLER
Rugby Tournament

SUPPORT THE MENB TEAM AS THEY COMPETE AGAINST
VMI—J MU—B L A C K S B U R B—WILLIAM

& MARY-LU

A L U M N I

ALSO FEATURING
A LONGWOOD UNIVERSITY WOMENB ALUMNI MATCH

FEBRUARY 23, 2013 AT LONGWOOD UNIVERSITY'S
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From Humble
Beginnings
ERIC HOBECK

Sports Editor
While the season hasn't gone
well so far for the Longwood
men's basketball team, the
Lancers have given their fans
reason to cheer over the past
couple of weeks. A historic
win over Winthrop on Feb. 9
saw the 14-game losing streak
that was on everyone's lips
disappear in a flash. Although
the past 10 seasons have had
SPORTS
far more losses than wins, there
COLUMN
have been moments where
the Lancer Nation can hold
its collective head high when it comes to men's
basketball.
lOth-year head coach Mike Gillian's office has a
definite, if not unsurprising, basketball theme for
a Division I coach — whether that comes in the
form of a bookshelf complete with John Wooden's
"Pyramid of Success," two posters of the old
Boston Garden (Gillian is from Massachusetts) or
a set of a few basketballs hanging on a wall. Those
basketballs represent some of the most notable
wins of Gillian's tenure as head coach — games
that I asked him about a little while back.
His reign as coach began dramatically on Nov.
15,2003 at Winston-Salem State, when Longwood
was still playing a mostly DII schedule as the
transition to Division I began. Charles Stephens
hit a three at the buzzer to stun the Rams 71-70.
Gillian recalled the it as a "back and forth" game,
where newcomer Maurice Sumter was 4-for-5
from behind the arc.
"Any time you experience that stuff, ifs an
awesome feeling," Gillian said in his office back in
November. "You never forget any of those, but for
that to be the first win here at Longwood, that's
always going to stand out a little bit [to me]."
The first Division I game turned out to be an
82-69 loss to Columbia on Nov. 19, 2004. "When
I came down here to Longwood," Gillian said, "it
was not like we were rebuilding a program and
had a foundation to work with.
"There was really nothing. We had seven
scholarships at the time ... We knew we had to
go through these steps to get credibility, respect
and all that stuff before we got to experience some
success."
A little over a month later, the Lancers almopt
tasted success that would have shocked the world.
In the 2004-05 season, Illinois was led by such
talent as Luther Head, Deron Williams and others.
Coached by Bruce Weber, the Fighting Illini lost
just two games in the entire year, one of which
was a 75-70 loss to North Carolina in the national
championship game. They started the season 29-0
and were ranked No. 1 for most of the year.
On a cold December night in 2004, the Illini
almost fell to the (at the time) no-name Lancers
in Assembly Hall. LU was 1-13 at the time and
seemingly had no shot against the vaunted Illini.
Longwood was within just eight less than midway
through the second half before a 16-0 Illinois run
put the game away, and the final score was 105-79.
"One of the things with games like that is, your
work will pay off no matter what. You're going
to have opportunities to play against the best and
see how you fare ... I was proud of our effort. It
was a great environment and a great atmosphere.
We were the new kid on the block, and we proved
that we belonged," said Gillian
In the final season before the transition to
Division I was completed (2006-07), Brandon
Giles gave the Farmville faithful a reason to cheer
in a huge way. A10-point Morgan State lebd was
wiped out over the final 10 minutes of the game,
and Giles, a junior guard, hit a floater from the
free throw line in the final second to give LU a
75-73 victory as the student section emptied onto
the floor.
"There are games that are going to come down
to those significant moments, and you always
have a plan for whaf s going to happen, but what
does happen could involve anyone who's on
the court at any time ... That was an awesome
moment," Gillian said.
Finally, arguably the most important win in
Gillian's tenure before the three recent victories
came on Jan. 3, 2009. George Washington of
the Atlantic-10 Conference came to Farmville
after three consecutive NCAA Tournament
appearances from 2005-07. While in the midst
of their best season under Gillian, when they
finished the year'17-14, the Lancers took down
the Colonials 80-78. Billy Robinson scored the goahead three with 54 seconds left to lift Longwood
to one of their biggest wins ever.
Gillian said, "That was significant. In coming
out on top that day, we were able to say 'We've
arrived competitively. If you come in to our
building, we've got a chance to beat you.'"
The Lancers stand little chance of making
serious noise when the Big South tournament
rolls around in a couple of weeks, based on their
play over the course of the conference schedule to
date. Having said that, though, maybe there could
be another magical win or two in the offing for the
Lancer Nation to enjoy this season.
*** This editorial is an opinion slated by the writer
and does not represent the views of The Rotunda or
Longwood University.

